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	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Gussage All Saints village hall on Tuesday 6 October 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read
Cllrs D Burford-May, S Beer C Davis-Barnett, S Hanstead, K Lannon, R Graves and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.127 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.128 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllr J Hooper, L Andrews, D Chick, M Porretta, Dorset Cllrs P Brown, W Chakawhata, 
26.129 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None.
26.130 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
None. 
26.131 Public Participation
None present.
26.132 Notes from Non-Quorate Meeting and Matters Arising
The notes of the Parish Council Meeting for 1 September 2026 (pages 29 - 3124) were noted.  Those member that were present confirm the notes as a true reflection of the meeting. The members then unanimously approved each of the actions:
i) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 4 August
ii) Co-option Application Hinton Parish in favour of Tim Coggins
iii) Payments as scheduled
iv) Standing Orders Policy review.
26.133 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Chakawhata provided a written report: 
· B3078 - another accident on the road resulting in hospitalisation.
· Boundary Review - opposing the changes as did not want to lose the hard work put into Hinton Martell parish.  Members discussed and preferred to retain the status quo.
· Defibrillator - written to Waitrose and awaiting a response.
· Horton Road - asked for a road safety review of the road from Horton Inn to Three Legged Cross.
· Stone Lane in Wimborne – works over running – being chased.


a) Fly tipping – Woodcuts Lane.
b) C2 – three further accidents in as many weeks: Whiteway Hill junction, Moor Crichel junction, Listed bridge.  White lining started, although the pumping station bend is incorrect.
26.134 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 September 2026 reconciled with the cashbook. 
b) National Pay Award 2026 – members noted this was within budget.
c) Transparency Code Qtr 2 – members noted the current position.
d)   i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	October
	692.80

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground 11 Sept
	70.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground 25 Sept
	70.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat grass
	20.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	Member expenses
	Training
	30.45

	HMRC
	PAYA qtr 2
	519.40

	Normtec
	White Lodge fingerpost repair
	733.25

	GAS PCC
	Clock maintenance
	200.00

	Evans Above
	Trees Millenium Ave
	2,220.00


ii) Receipts – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	Dorset Council
	2nd half precept
	17,260.50


iii) Debit Card use – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	123 Reg
	NP web address
	32.74


26.135 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/ADV/2026/04832
C2/Whiteway Hill
Gussage All Saints *
	Display cockerel sculpture and 1no non illuminated sign
	Signage at this site is in fact two signs:
a) Sculpture
b) Word sign

a) SCULPTURE- OBJECT:
The large cockerel sculpture  is out of character in a rural landscape
i) Not in-keeping in the Cranborne Chase Natural Landscape
ii) Far too big when compared with the original sign (shown on one of the diagrams).
iii) It is about its scale, mass, prominence and relationship with the landscape.
The previous Drovers Inn feature
If the structure was similar to the last one – a traditional pub sign on a post – but if it had the Drover removed and replaced with a cockerel – just like the one outside the pub – it would blend in much better and have the same effect in advertising the pub.
Highways Issue
Shortly after the sculpture was installed, the fingerposts on the opposite side of the road (opposite Whiteway Hill) were visibly flattened after apparently being struck by a vehicle (glass on road – Highways Dept aware). Whilst this might be a coincidence and may not be directly attributed to the sculpture, this sculpture is very dramatic and has the ability of ‘shock and distraction’. 
b) WORD SIGN - SUPPORT
No issues as not too different from previous sign (whether that had permission or not) 


	P/FUL/2026/04923
Land North of Westwood
Petersham Road
Gaunts Common *
	Formation of a new vehicular access from Petersham Lane to serve the existing land
	Support
Allows suitable access.
Comment: hope this is not going to lead to land at rear of property for a development application


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings
26.136 Speed Restrictions in Vale of Allen
An application was made to Dorset Council for speed restrictions in its villages.  They had responded with views and fresh proposals.  Members discussed and agreed some and varied others. Also, Gussage All Saints was added to the list for 20 mph consideration.  Members noted that traffic surveys must be met from each villages’ budget if no CIL available. 
26.137 Dorset Council Parking Charges Review
Members made comments to feed back to Dorset Council:
· Against lower emissions discount as many rural drivers used diesel cars
· New builds around towns create more traffic and parking shortages
· Parking meter mobile apps need to be standardised and only use one.  Card payments to be retained.
· Cars are getting larger each year, so Dorset Council needs to review parking bay sizes as other councils have done.
 26.138 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon updated members.  End of October was proposed to pull all draft policies together, with the next meeting in November.  It was agreed to go ahead with a Google shared documents app which was free.
Dorset Council had started consultation on the Local Plan.  Members agreed to have a special meeting to pull together a response – 20 October.
26.139 Hinton Martell Fountain
Members noted the fountain was now working.  The resurfacing/painting of the main fountain was outstanding.
26.140 Policy Reviews
Members reviewed and confirmed their approval of:
· Recruitment of Chairman and Vice Chairman.
26.141 2027 Calendar of Meetings
Members noted and would diarise dates for next year.
26.142 We Out Here Festival
Members were concerned from resident feedback that the festival was noisy with bass vibrations and dark skies illuminated until 4am on two mornings.  Reports of birds screeching being unsettled.  The noise was heard as far out as Witchampton and Gussage St Michael. It was suggested that festival organisers ought to attend a future council meeting. 
26.143 Matters of Information 
Cllr Beer – advised Witchampton ladies cricket team were now champions winning their matches.
Cllr Hanstead – Spud ‘n’ Spout Friday 16 October talk from Cranborne Cider at Gussage St Michael.
Cllr Read – Spanish Wine night 16 October in Witchampton.
Cllr Graves – positive feedback from Five Ash Cottages with the rubbish starting to be removed.
Clerk – Finance Working Group to meet. One representative from each village – end October/early November.
- photos to be taken next meeting for the new website.
26.144 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 3 November at Witchampton village hall, starting at 7.15pm.  


Meeting closed 21.45

Signed:   T Read				Date: 3 November 2026 
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