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	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – INFORMAL MEETING NOTES


 held at Gussage St Michael village hall on Tuesday 1 September 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr K Lannon
Cllrs C Davis-Barnett, S Hanstead, L Andrews, Dorset Cllr W Chakawhata, prospective candidate T Coggins and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


NOTE: The meeting was considered to be INFORMAL as there was no quorum present. No Decisions could be made but recommendations in Bold italics for decision to the next Parish Council Meeting.
Information: Local Government Act 1972. Section 12, paragraph 12 - no business shall be transacted at a meeting of a parish council unless at least one-third of the whole number of members of the council are present at the meeting (i.e. 5 members)
1 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
2 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllr J Hooper, D Burford-May, S Beer, S Holland, T Read, R Graves, M Porretta, D Chick, Dorset Cllr P Brown
3 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None.
4 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
None. 
5 Public Participation
None present.
6 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 4 August 2026 (pages 25 - 28) were unanimously approved. 
Committee members to approve.
7 Co-Option Application Hinton Parish – An application had been made by Tim Coggins for a vacancy. (He left the hall temporarily).  The chairman gave a summary of his character and his involvement with the Neighbourhood Plan. Attendees unanimously approved the co-option. T Coggins re-entered the hall and advised accordingly.
Committee members to approve.
8 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Chakawhata advised: 
· B3078 – a petition was currently circulating.  However, this road was number 27 on the Dorset Council list at present.  For greater involvement by them, it needed to be in the top 10.  Efforts are being made to raise its priority. Knowlton PC was discussing at their next meeting a joined up approach to lobbing Dorset Council.
· Tyre Barn (High Leas) – matter had been referred to the Highways department. Updates had been requested from officers.
· Hinton Parva Defibrillator – an application for funding had been made to Waitrose.
· Hinton Martell/Uppington – resurfacing expected in September.
a) Fly tipping – incident in Woodcutts Lane – reported and removed.
9 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – attendees noted the bank statement 1 August 2026 reconciled with the cashbook. Cllr Lannon had inspected the last quarter accounts as per Financial Regulations and raised no issues.  
b) AGAR 2025/26 – members noted that the External Auditor had finalised their review.  The legal notice was placed on the website.
c)  i) Payments – attendees unanimously approved payment of the below: 
Committee members to approve.
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	September
	692.80

	CT Mee
	Bus shelters
	75.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT grass
	15.00

	Dorset Council
	Chalbury speed reduction
	1354.81

	L Lucas Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground grass 24 Aug
	120.00

	BDO LLP
	External Audit 2025/26
	252.00

	L Lucas Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground grass 31 Jul
	120.00

	VisionICT
	Email hosting
	336.00


ii) Receipts – attendees noted.
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	Minster Memorials
	Gravestone CE
	280.00


26.136 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/FUL/2026/04332
Annexe 
Old Barn Cottage
Pamphill *
	Change of Use from one Self Contained Holiday Let to one Self Contained Annexe
	Support
No issues of concern

	P/LBC/2026/04323
Lollipop Cottage 
Gussage St Michael 
	Rebuilding of a partially collapsing section of masonry above the Southern entrance door, installation of helifix bars. 
Helibar installations to the Northern elevation to prevent further movement. 
Repair of the North end of the transverse beam within the living room, to include the removal of rotten and failed timber sections. Insertion of replacement seasoned oak and new steel strapping to secure the structure.  
	Support
Keeps integrity of the building



· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings
10 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon advised no meeting took place recently, but next meeting next week. Will be discussing new planning regulations and how to take project forward.
A community based website was being developed (matching other Neighbourhood Plans).  The Parish Council’s website to contain a link when set up.
11 Hinton Martell Fountain
Members noted the top section had been removed to repair leaks, with new bespoke gaskets being sought.  The hairline cracks were being investigated by Hunter Masonry. Update awaited.
12 Policy Reviews
Attendees reviewed and confirmed their approval of:
· Financial Regulations.
Committee members to approve.
26.140 Matters of Information 
Cllr Lannon – advised on the rubbish issue at Fiveash Cottages, Witchampton.  The Clerk had submitted a complaint to Environmental Health at Dorset Council.
Cllr Davis-Barnett – reported that the footpath leading up from the Cockerel had been overgrown and reported to Dorset Council who responded quickly by trimming it back.
Cllr Hanstead – asked if the We Out Here Festival could be added to the next agenda due to complaints.
		- Spud and Spout evening at Gussage St Michael hall Friday 11 September subject Hedgehog Resue.
26.141 Date of Next Meeting – attendees noted that the next meeting would be held on 6 October at Gussage All Saints village hall, starting at 7.30pm.  


Meeting closed 20.28
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