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                                     Gussage All Saints Parish Ward Meeting

                                                 Wednesday 6th May 2026
                                                                Minutes

Cllrs Simon Beer, Piers Brown, Claire Davis-Barnett, Ken Lannon

In attendance Andrew Barnett, David Briers, Pat and Richard Hill

Apologies Brian and Jenny Stannah, Oliver and Liz Cornish

The Minutes of the previous Parish Ward Meeting held on 29 May 2025 were considered and approved. Matters arising were noted.

Financial report

Cllr Simon Beer – No marked changes to expenditure. The Parish Council has agreed to assume the cost of maintaining the mirror at Amen Cottage.

Parish Councillors’ report

Since the last annual ward meeting both councillors have:

· Represented Gussage All Saints at the Vale of Allen Parish Council monthly meetings, 
· been involved in committee and resident meetings, for the establishment of a Neighbourhood Plan (NP), 
· Councillor Simon Beer has joined the steering group for the NP, representing Gussage All Saints
· commented on several planning applications that had been submitted,
· Councillor Claire Davis-Barnett designed road safety signage for both Gussage All Saints and Gussage St Michael and erected the signage on the roadside in Gussage All Saints
· Councillor Claire Davis-Barnett had cleared the public footpath that runs eastwards from the Drove, across the rear of Chase View and on to the Cranborne Road. Note: this footpath is now overgrown again. Volunteers will be required to recut the overgrowth – “use it or lose it”. 
· Reported fly tipping and issues with road and speed signs
· It was reported the Parish Council has submitted an objection to a recent local planning application P/FUL/2026/01858. See details below.
· Following a complaint from a resident, who was shocked to hear about the College Farm planning application, Cllr CDB acknowledged the need to ensure that PC information is visible on the notice board outside the village hall for residents who are not on the community WhatsApp -Cllr CDB to action

District Councillor’s Report -Cllr Piers Brown

 C2 – Bowerswaine to Horton Inn – Dorset Council took the cheapest option from their Collision Reduction Team and installed new signage and painted white road lines. Residents are asked to report to the Parish Clerk any incidents, accident, bumps, hold ups etc for the Parish Council to submit as evidence pushing for further works. (Email clerk@valeofallen-pc.gov.uk)

Bin lorry fires continue to be a problem due to batteries being wrongly disposed of. Residents are urged to dispose of batteries in the following ways.
· Kerbside Collection: Place all small household batteries (AA, AAA, button cells, rechargeable) in a small, clear plastic bag on top of your recycling bin/boxes on your weekly collection day.
· Reusable Battery Bag: You can request a specialized red battery bag from Dorset Council to make this easier.
· Retailer Drop-off: Any shop selling batteries is legally required to take old ones. Drop-offs are available at most supermarkets and retail outlets, such as B&Q & Waitrose.
· Household Recycling Centres: Take larger quantities, car batteries, or damaged lithium batteries to local Household Recycling Centres (tips). Check the Dorset Council site finder for locations, as some require booking. 
· Crucial Advice:
· Safety Warning: batteries not to be disposed of the general rubbish bins; they can cause fires in collection vehicles.
· Damaged/Lithium Batteries: Keep damaged lithium batteries separate and contact a specialized, licensed waste carrier like W&S Recycling if they cannot be dropped off safely. 

The new booking system for recycling centres is up and running.

Dorset Council is engaged in a major crackdown on fly-tipping following a period of increased waste crime, with a 78% increase in enforcement activity reported compared to previous periods. While some residents expressed concerns that new booking systems at recycling centres could increase illegal dumping, the council has focused on using surveillance and strict penalties to combat the issue.


Dorset Council maintains that there is no evidence to suggest booking systems increase fly-tipping, as other Councils using these systems have not reported significant increases in illegal dumping.
The Council investigates all reported incidents, and residents are encouraged to report fly-tipping via the Dorset Council website or by calling 01305 221040.

College Farm, Harley Lane, planning application

Regarding this application, which was discussed at the Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 5th March and included public participation from the applicant and a number of residents from Gussage All Saints and other villages, Cllr Piers confirmed his role which is to act as a community advocate in the planning process, representing local views, handling casework, and assist in making democratic decisions on applications. He can request that applications in their ward, usually decided by officers, be referred to a Council Planning Committee for public debate should there be a significant number of strong views from residents. This would be evidenced in the comments section on the individual planning application on the Dorset `Council Planning section of the Dorset Council website.
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning/planning-application-search-and-comment

Neighbourhood Plan (NP) update- Cllr Ken Lannon

A presentation of the data collected from the NP resident’s questionnaire was shown to the Meeting.
Direct government grant funding for neighbourhood planning groups (via Locality) was withdrawn after March 31, 2026
The steering group has found the use of AI extremely helpful in keeping costs down.
Information about the NP can be viewed Here

19.55pm Meeting Closed

