2

	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Witchampton village hall on Tuesday 7 July 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read
Cllrs D Burford-May, J Hooper, C Davis-Barnett , S Beer, S Hanstead, K Lannon, L Andrews, R Graves, D Chick, Dorset Cllrs P Brown, W Chakawhata and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.095 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.096 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllr M Porretta 
26.097 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None.
26.098 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
None. 
26.099 Public Participation
The meeting was called off.
Mr Mathews addressed the meeting on the planning applications for his development at No's 4 and 5 Lower Street Witchampton, which the Parish Council had submitted a response to Dorset Council (consultation period had since closed).
Mr Matthews was angry that his planning application was taking so long to be approved and accused the Parish Council of getting a number of facts wrong in their submission to Dorset Council's Planning Department. 
This was subsequently been proven incorrect as the Parish Council’s comments were on his original plans.
On questioning Mr Mathews he agreed that he had started groundworks for the development and removed a tree from the site before he had planning permission. He also accepted that he knew the site was in a Conservation Area and further accepted that he had been wrong to carry out the groundworks. He also agreed that should he wish to carry out any further development of the site he would ensure he had planning permission before commencing any work on the site.
Mr Matthews wanted the Parish Council to amend its comments
The meeting was called back on. (Mr and Mrs Matthews left the meeting).
26.100 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 2 June 2026 (pages 18 - 20) were unanimously approved.
26.101 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Chakawhata advised: 
· B3078 Stanbridge accident – Dorset Council deemed this to be ‘driver error’ rather than a speed limit issue.
· Hinton Parva – access onto the B3078 was impeded by site-line hedging.  Highways were dealing with the matter.
· Tyre Barn (High Leas) – has been reported
Cllr Brown reported:
· Five Ash Cottages Plus sewerage – Dorset Council Officers Waste Team had met with key people and actively looking a go-to-ground solution. 
· Speed limits 30mph – Dorset Council was reconsidering all villages with no 30 mph.  (see below agenda item).
· C2 – had written to Cllr Andrews about lack of action. The Parish Council’s letter to Cllr Andrews was amended and agreed.
· Fly tipping – C2/A354 junction reported.
26.102 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 June 2026 reconciled with the cashbook. 
b) AGAR 2025/26 – members noted that the Notice had been published on the website.
c) Qtr 1 Transparency Code – members noted the report.
d) Millenium Avenue Tree Works – members discussed and approved the lowest estimate (Evans Above) and delegated to the chairman to arrange the works. 
e)  i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	July
	692.80

	Expenses 
	Qtr 1
	137.35

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground 29 May
	120.00

	HMRC
	PAYE qtr 1
	519.40

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground 12 Jun
	120.00

	WRES
	Engraved plates – fountain
	109.32

	Wiltshire Council
	Training – K Lannon
	48.00


ii) Receipts – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	Haven Memorials
	Memorial stone MJ
	280.00


iii) Debit Card use – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	Tesco
	Sugar, milk
	7.65



26.103 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/HOU/2026/00316 
4 Lower Street
Witchampton *

	Erect single storey rear extension with roof lantern and external alterations. Form parking spaces

	Objection – see Dorset Council website – lengthy response

See below

	P/HOU/2026/00317
5 Lower Street
Witchampton *

	Erect single storey rear extension with roof lantern, erect first floor side extension, external alterations, erect railings to front of property and form parking spaces.
	Objection – see Dorset Council website – lengthy response

See below

	P/FUL/2026/03296
The Yard
Gussage St Michael

	Retain change of use of an agricultural building & hard-surfaced yard to a motor vehicle repair workshop
	Agreed

However, VoAPC not in favour of retrospective applications.


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings
4 & 5 Lower Street – Whilst the consultation response had been submitted, in view of the representation made by the properties’ owner, and noting a further revised plan had been submitted, members agreed to consider again their responses, notifying the Clerk within a week of any comments members wish to amend. 
26.104 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon updated members.  Six small groups had been set up to research their topic and draft policy areas – target end of August.  Group members were still awaiting Dorset Council’s revised Draft Local Plan.
26.105 Village Speed Limits
Members reviewed their decision on 30mph speed limits in villages and affirmed that decision (rather than reduce to 20mph).
26.106 Hinton Martell Fountain
The refurbishment works had been completed , however, still awaiting the electric meter to be installed (two previous appointments were not met).  The fountain had been refilled with water and a temporary power supply arranged to test the fountain later in the week.
Members agreed to pay the final Hunter Masonry invoice £3,787.50 once the test was completed successfully.
26.107 Policy Reviews
Members reviewed and confirmed their approval of:
· Complaints Against Councillors Policy (Dorset Council document)
· Code of Conduct (National document).
26.108 Matters of Information 
Cllr Hooper – advised that the Witchampton Club including the shop was up for sale.  A community buy-out was being considered.
Cllr Hanstead – raised the issue of cars parking on the zig-zag lines outside Witchampton Primary School. Cllr Chick offered to speak to the school.
Cllr Lannon – drew members attention to several sites coming up for sale in Gussage St Michael – 1acre of land, part of a farm, possible sale of a light industrial yard.
Cllr Read – advised the Open Gardens raised £11,000 with 1,200 people attending
		- Vikki Slade MP has praised the refurbishment of Hinton’s fountain.
26.109 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 4 August at Hinton Martell village hall, starting at 7.30pm.  
Members to consider meeting around the fountain at 7pm for an official opening.

Meeting closed 21.14

Signed:   	T Read			Date: 4 August 2026 
 VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 7 July 2026 

