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	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Hinton Martell village hall on Tuesday 4 August 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read
Cllrs D Burford-May, S Beer, S Hanstead, K Lannon, L Andrews, D Chick, Dorset Cllrs P Brown, W Chakawhata and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.110 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.111 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllr J Hooper, C Davis-Barnett, R Graves, M Porretta 
26.112 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None.
26.113 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
None. 
26.114 Public Participation
The meeting was called off.
There were 32 members of the public present.
Discussion centred on the B3078 Cranborne Road, namely the issues with speed vehicles travel at and site lines from junctions – Hinton Parva, Witchampton, Hinton Martell, Diddlington. 
Speed was an issue, national speed limit applied on the road including the bendy, twisty sections.  Speed added to poor site lines turning out of side roads was dangerous.  Traffic had increased over the years especially with new developments.  Several accidents have happened.
Currently there is a 40mph and a 30mph temporary restriction imposed recently to enable the rebuilding of a partly demolished house at Stanbridge where a car crashed into it.  Reports say that traffic has slowed down on this small stretch of the road and was an improvement.
Cllr Chatawhata had met Road Safety officers on site in July and a follow-up is planned early September for Stanbridge.  Traffic accident data over the last five years was being compiled.
Further, Dorset Council has written to Gaunts estate regarding the improvement of site lines from Hinton Parva.
Incidents of difficulty turning from Witchampton and Hinton Martell were shared for vehicles turning out of the side roads, and for horse riders out of the smaller roads towards the Horton Inn.
The chairman advised that this was an ongoing issue but over a longer stretch of road.  The Clerk was requested to engage the Clerk(s) for neighbouring parish council(s) to work on a joined up approach to Dorset Council. This stretch of road will be added to future agendas as a standing item.
Cllr Brown was due to meet the new portfolio holder for Highways to do a ‘drive-by’ primarily at the C2 but will include the B3078 too.
The meeting was called back on. (all but three members of the public left the meeting).
26.115 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 7 July 2026 (pages 21 - 24) were unanimously approved.
26.116 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Brown reported:
· Car Parking Charges – public consultation open – details had been circulated to members. 
· Wild Fires – high risk in Dorset and Dorset Council has been active in advising the public.
· Bin Collections – an increase in missed collections due to the heat (operatives are in full Hi-Viz uniforms and vehicles breaking down).
· C2 – Cllr Andrews stepped down, replacement Cllr Jeans.  Drive-by planned to acquaint him with issues.
Cllr Chakawhata advised: 
· B3078 Stanbridge accident – Vicky Slade MP was aware and taking an interest.
· QE school – the decision was postponed for six months regarding opening their pool to the public.
· Tyre Barn (High Leas) – has been reported.
· Stone Lane in Wimborne – close for 2 months – will cause problems with diversions.
· Pamphill and Witchampton first schools possibly at risk.

a) Fly tipping – couple of incidents – both reported.
26.117 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 July 2026 reconciled with the cashbook. 
b) AGAR 2025/26 – members noted that the External Auditor had raised a few queries.  Responses have been given and the auditor was satisfied.
c) Qtr 1 Finances – members noted the current position.  No issues had been reported.
d)   i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	August
	692.80

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground 29 Jun
	120.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground 10 Jul
	120.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat grass
	20.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	S Wathen
	Fountain expenses
	62.54

	Aubergine 262 Ltd
	Providing new website
	598.80

	Aubergine 262 Ltd
	Web site address .gov.uk subs
	120.00

	RAD Electrical
	Fountain
	1500.00


ii) Receipts – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	W Smith FD
	Burial MR
	482.00


26.118 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	None
	
	


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings
26.119 4 & 5 Lower Street (Planning application discussed at previous meeting)
(Note: Mr Matthews was still in attendance to listen to discussion.  The chairman allowed some comments from him).
Members reviewed the time-line of events. 
The original application consultation (plan A submitted on 21 January) was commented on 6 February by the Parish Council.
A new consultation (plan B submitted 2 June) was commented on 22 June.
Members were in agreement about what they had done and the comments made at the time being appropriate.
A revised plan C was recorded on the Dorset website on 2 July BUT was not sent out on consultation to the Parish Council.
Another revised plan D was recorded on 28 July. (Added after this agenda was issued).  No consultation request made by Dorset Council.
The applicant was unhappy that the Parish Council’s response (22 June) had not been subsequently rescinded or changed as the latest plans had addressed many of the issues.
Mr Matthews was advised of the Parish Council’s part in the process and that it was not up to them to track planning application changes and amend comments unless they were factually incorrect.  He was advised to take any processing delays up with Dorset Council as the Parish Council was not responsible for processing/approving a planning application, or the delays that had occurred.
 26.120 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon updated members.  A new timetable for producing the Local Plan had been announced by Dorset Council in accordance with the Government’s new process. This new process is expected to take around 30 months.
The new National Planning Policy Framework was expected at the end of the year. The new Prime Minister wants more council/social housing to be included. 
Dorset Council has advised that its new Local Plan will be strategic, with reliance on Neighbourhood Plans being less strategic and more specific.  In our Neighbourhood Plan, it is expected that there will be no site allocations for houses for sale, but affordable housing included.  The Housing Register indicates a need for 11 households wanting the Vale of Allen area (7x1 bed, 2x2 bed, 2x3 bed), however, 44 households would like to live within the area (as well as other areas) – (19x1 bed, 12x2 bed, 10x3 bed).
Members agreed to continue with the draft Neighbourhood Plan.
26.121 Stanbridge B3078
Members discussed earlier (see above). 
26.122 Hinton Martell Fountain
Members noted the budget spend.  The electric meter had been fitted. However, with the teething issues of the water figure-head and base coating issue, further minor expenditure was expected. All with budget.
26.123 Horseshoes Speed Limit
Members confirmed that they would contribute to the Uppington/Chalbury speed reduction costs (as agreed at a previous meeting) with Holt Parish Council, where it was within our boundary.  Dorset Council would be invoicing the split in due course.
26.124 Policy Reviews
Members reviewed and confirmed their approval of:
· Standing Orders.
26.125 Matters of Information 
Cllr Beer – advised Witchampton ladies cricket team were involved in a cup match.
Clerk – Register of Interest input was outstanding for several members.  The deadline had passed.
		- the agenda and minutes for Witchampton/Crichel Annual meeting in May this year was still outstanding.
26.126 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 1 September at Gussage St Michael village hall, starting at 7.30pm.  


Meeting closed 21.35

Signed:   				Date: 1 September 2026 
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