Notes and actions from NP Meeting 29th April 2026, Witchampton Club Room

	Agenda Item
	Summary of Comments
	Actions

	Apologies
	Neil, Chris, Michael, Tim Read.
	

	Present
	Councillor/ Chair Ken Lannon, 
Sophie Wilkins
Susan Hanstead
Stephen Callender
Simon Beer
Stephen Hodges
Lisa Andrews
Tim Coggins
Jon Desborough
John Connor
	

	Approve and adopt minutes of meeting held on Weds 11th March 2026
	These were approved and adopted.



	

	Communication methods
	Concern was expressed that only two-thirds of households had access to the results of the recent Residents’ Questionnaire’ hence the need to discuss the most efficient communication methods.

The committee felt that:
1) (from Susan) we now have better residents address lists, which could be used to validate future by hand distributions
2) We should continue to use any and all current channels, e.g. Village Voices, the soon to be relaunched Witchampton Parish Magazine, WhatsApp groups
3) We should reinforce important messaging with physical notices, since this had, for example, resulted in a surge of questionnaire responses
4) If we need further questionnaires, for example a Housing Needs Survey, we should continue to organise by hand deliveries to each household

Hence, we should adopt items 3) and 4) above when publicising the upcoming mandatory Parish meetings.
	Use current channels to publicise each mandatory Parish meetings.


	
Drafting of Policies
	
Key discussion points:

· There is a place for AI but the committee believes it to be more helpful in the review of draft policies, rather than in their creation
· For the committee to get a feel for the format and content of policies, various templates are available – see Actions column
· The committee the following list of policies to be drafted:
· Housing
· Infrastructure (including Transport)
· Environment
· Landscape
· Historical Buildings and Heritage Sites
· Young People

It was agreed to review this list with Jo Witherden – see next item – as part of next steps, noting that we do not intend to ask Jo to draft the policies, but to review our approach.
	Ken to distribute typical NP policies list drawn up by Locality (Consultants) and x2 NPs, for Hurn and Wimborne St. Giles

John to circulate UK Government NP policy writing toolkit.
 

	Business Questionnaire
	The committee discussed the potential requirement for a consultation with local businesses (including the major local landowners). 

It was agreed to:

· Request an update from Cllr Tim Read from his ongoing discussions with landowners
· Discuss the need for a separate questionnaire/discussion with other local businesses.
	Ken to request an update on landowner discussions from Tim Read. 


	Housing needs survey
	It was felt that even though the current Dorset Local Plan does not envisage Vale of Allen being subject to a housebuilding target, we may need to undertake a Housing Needs Survey. This is to be discussed with Jo W.

It was also noted that our Plan needed to be in lockstep with the Dorset Plan – Ken advised that a potential release date of August 2026 for that document. 
	
Ken to arrange session with Jo Withenden.



 

	Matters Arising
	There were no AOB items
	

	Date of next meeting
	Ken to advise.
	Ken to advise.
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