Notes and actions from NP Meeting 20th May 2026, Witchampton Club Room

	Agenda Item
	Summary of Comments
	Actions

	Apologies
	No apologies received
	

	Present
	Councillor/ Chair Ken Lannon 
Councillor Tim Read
Sophie Wilkins
Stephen Callender
Councillor Simon Beer
Lisa Andrews
Michael Shacklady
Tim Coggins
John Connor

Jo Witherden (Independent Consultant)
	

	Approve and adopt minutes of meeting held on Weds 29th April 2026
	These were approved and adopted.



	

	
Drafting of Policies
	
Jo presented some context for this group:

· The revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) for England is expected to be published in Summer 2026 (nb. No date yet provided), following consultation on the draft version released in December 2025 National Planning Policy Framework: draft text for consultation
· Dorset Council’s Local Plan has completed its consultation period and is stated to be due for publication “sometime in 2026” Dorset Council Local Plan options consultation 2025 - Dorset Council - Citizen Space

Jo agreed to supply some guidance notes relevant to policy drafting, including examples she has produced.
.
	Jo W to supply guidance notes (Note: the following were supplied in advance of these minutes being distributed):

· Alderholt Neighbourhood Plan Housing Target paper
· Wimborne St Giles Housing Needs File note
· Environment / Heritage Advice note
· Walking and Cycling Advice note
· Walking Route Audit Tool (WRAT)
· Call for Sites Advice note

	Business Questionnaire
	Cllr Read provided on update on discussions he has held with some of the key local landowners

The committee agreed to form a working group to focus on business issues within the NP and to seek views from all types of businesses in the NP area, including farms.

	Create a Business working group – note Cllr Read and John Connor volunteered to be on this WG.

	Housing needs survey
	The committee discussed with Jo W the need for a Housing Needs Analysis (HNA) to support the Neighbourhood Plan process. Jo advised that in her experience, only c50% of all NPs had included an HNA. 

The committee’s view is that we do not need to initiate an HNA to support our NP.

	




 

	Matters Arising
	Confirmation of groups asked to develop draft policies – including any further analysis or fact-finding required to underpin the policies:

1. Environment: Stephen H
2. Heritage: Stephen C
3. Housing: Cllr Simon Beer; Tim C
4. Business: Cllr Read; John C
5. Infrastructure (Power, Water, Internet Fibre Supply and Distribution, Mobile Phone Masts and possibly Roads and Traffic Control) plus IT Support as necessary:   Michael Shacklady + ANO
6. Young people. Lisa A
Note it is for each group to approach and pull in additional resources as they see fit. Each group will report back on their progress at the next Steering Group meeting. 

	Working groups to report back on progress/submit material created by the date of the next committee meeting.

	Date of next meeting
	Ken to advise but targeting end June/early July
	Ken to advise.
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