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Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Witchampton village hall on Tuesday 3 March 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllrs D Burford-May, J Hooper, S Beer, K Lannon, S Hanstead, S Holland, D Chick, Dorset Cllr P Brown and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.027 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.028 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs C Davis-Barnett, R Graves, M Porretta, Dorset Cllr W Chakawhata 
26.029 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None.
26.030 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
26.031 Public Participation
None present.
26.032 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes had a word amended (‘green’ to ‘brown’) of the Parish Council Meeting for 3 February 2026 (pages 4 - 6) were unanimously approved.
26.033 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Brown advised:
· Flooding – an extra £5m allocated by Dorset Council for additional highways repairs due to water damage.  When asked, he believed the Local Plan would include data as a result of on-going flood risk areas. 
· Trading Standards noticing an increase in under 18 years old group acquiring knives.
· Dorset Innovations Park, Wool, has acquired an additional 15 acres of land to expand, potentially creating 300 new jobs by 2033.
· The Assets Team were involving this Parish Council regarding the cesspit tank issues on two sites in Witchampton.  A public consultation to follow soon.
C2 – Last Friday, a site meeting was held with Cllr Jon Andrews (portfolio holder), two Road Safety staff, the chairman, vice chairman and Clerk to discuss the lack of effectiveness of existing signage and the on-going road issues along several points. The Dorset Council representatives saw first hand the issues, including near misses, on every stretch of the road from Horton Inn to Bowerswaine.  Some immediate action would follow, with an annual review June/July.
30mph -  the response from Dorset Council advised theirs and Government policy is worded ‘should’ not ‘must’.  Therefore, the sites Newtown, Moor Crichel and Gussage St Michael would have to go through the process of traffic surveys followed by a Road Traffic Order (circa £6,000 each). At present, these are not the Parish Council’s priority areas for funding.
Fly tipping – several incidents raised, but all removed reasonably quickly.
26.034 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 February 2026 reconciled with the cashbook.  
b) BACS Authorisations – members noted the TSB had reduced the on-line system authorisers to one – to be used by the Clerk.  Amended Financial Regulations reflecting changes and safeguards featured later on the agenda. 
e) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Net  (£)
	V.A.T
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Mar
	692.60
	0
	692.60

	Expenses
	Member
	32.85
	0
	32.85

	Vision ICT
	Web domain (annual)
	125.00
	25.00
	150.00

	DAPTC
	Clerks conference
	30.00
	0
	30.00

	HMRC
	PAYE qtr 4
	519.40
	0
	519.40

	CT Mee
	Bus shelters
	75.00
	0
	75.00


a) Debit Card use – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	Net  (£)
	V.A.T
	Total (£)

	Minster Press
	NP Questionnaire printing
	444.00
	88.80
	532.80

	Tesco
	Meeting milk and biscuits
	19.40
	0
	19.40


 26.035 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	None
	
	


26.036 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon advised that the questionnaire returns were exceeding expectations with four villages over 40%.  The next meeting (11 March) would start analysing the results.
26.037 Hinton Martell Fountain
No update until weather improves.
26.038 Hinton Martell 20mph Scheme
Dorset Council has advised that the traffic survey undertaken by residents was not appropriate and it needed to undertake the survey itself.  The cost, circa £600, could be funded after April when funds would be available in the budget.  However, for funding for a Road Traffic Order, this would take several years to accumulate, and doubt was expressed whether the traffic survey would be ‘current’ enough by then.  Cllr Holland to pursue this, as well as raising the matter at the Hinton Annual Meeting to see if residents want to self-fund.

26.039 Hinton Parva Defib
Cllr Chakawhata had asked that members consider funding the defib as currently he could not source funding.  Members discussed this and as that no other village had been council funded, it would be up to the local residents to self-fund or seek donations, including any on-going maintenance of the unit.
26.040 Policies
Members approved:
a) Complaints policy
b) Records Retention Policy
c) Data Held Survey
However, with regards the Financial Regulations changes, further work was required to ‘tidy up’ wording and to be brought back to committee.  However, it was agreed in principle that two members pre-authorise payments upon checking invoices, committee authorises payments, then the Clerk pays the invoices.
26.041 Annual Parish Meetings
Members noted that their Annual Parish Meetings must take place in May.  Hall bookings to be made and advising the Clerk of the dates, Agendas to be passed to the Clerk for the website.  Gussage St Michael had already booked 1 May. 
26.042 Matters of Information 
Cllr Read – Witchampton Open Gardens – 24 and 25 May. 
Cllr Brown – Cranborne fire station closure consultation days 11 and 12 March.
26.043 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 12 April at Hinton Martell village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 21.05

Signed:   T Read					Date: 12 April 2026 
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