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Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Witchampton village hall on Tuesday 14 April 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllrs D Burford-May, C Davis-Barnett , K Lannon, S Hanstead, S Holland, M Porretta, Dorset Cllr P Brown and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.044 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.045 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs J Hooper, S Beer, R Graves, D Chick, Dorset Cllr W Chakawhata 
26.046 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None.
26.047 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
26.048 Public Participation
None present.
26.049 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 3 March 2026 (pages 6 - 9) were unanimously approved.
26.050 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Brown advised:
· Five Ash Cottages Plus sewerage – good attendance at a public engagement session regarding the proposals to replace the septic tanks.  Dorset Council outlined the issues and process, and advised on options.  Dorset Council to research additional methods of the far end of the process in waste treatment.
· Boundary changes – Dorset Council looking at these again to ensure Equi distribution of councillors.
Fly tipping – dumped tyres at Woodcuts. Reported.
26.051 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 March 2026 reconciled with the cashbook.  
b) Quarter 4/Year End Finances – members noted the position with accounts being in a healthy condition, with no issues raised.
c) Transparency Code Quarter 4 – 
		i) Details – members noted the report.
	ii) Assets – members approved the Asset Register contained within it as at 31 March 2026.
e) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Apr
	692.80

	Expenses
	Quarter 4
	98.38

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat grass
	20.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground
	120.00

	Dorset Council
	Fountain works
	4914.00

	Hunter Masonry **
	Fountain payment
	3787.50

	Hinton Martell village hall
	Hall hire – interview
	15.00

	Vision ICT
	Annual email hosting
	96.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground
	150.00

	Hinton Martell village hall
	Hall hire – annual meet’
	22.50


NOTE: ** Already paid – chairman’s action for urgent payment
26.052 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/VOC/2026/01115
Former Witchampton Methodist Church
Chapel Row
Witchampton *
	Demolition of the extension attached to the north-east part of the Church, alterations, the laying out of a courtyard, garden and parking spaces and the change of use to a residential dwelling (With Variation of condition 2 of planning permission P/FUL/2024/04572 to amend approved plans).
	Support
No comments to make

	P/VOC/2026/01341
The Lodge
Long Crichel *

	Erection of timber frame building providing accommodation and office space (with variation of condition 2 of planning permission P/HOU/2023/01688 to amend approved plans)
	Comment
This is the one from some years ago, that was initially supposed to be a garage with a room above. There were concerns raised at the time that this would be turned into a property and our comments reflected those concerns. There have been a number of amendments since and we are now at a point that it’s a two bedroom upside down house with balcony. 
The actual building is very imposing from the road, but has been there for some time now, and the actual internal layout will not change that, so although I think that they have gone around this the wrong way, I think it is what it is now. 
We initially or at some application after commented that it should not be separated off as separate property (new build by stealth) and it should just be for the use of the occupants of the Lodge. This SHOULD remain.

	P/FUL/2026/01723
Higher Farm House
Long Crichel
	Erection of agricultural storage building, form access road & hard standing
	Support
Provided all Cranborne Chase National Landscapes issues met

	P/CLE/2026/01793The Barn 
Holt
	Residential outbuilding and associated hardstanding

	No Comment

	P/PABA2/2025/05170
Whites Farm Lane Long Crichel
	Erect 2 No. Fertiliser Storage tanks.
	Support
Support agricultural industry


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings
26.053 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon updated members.  It was agreed to move forward with drafting policies and using the consultant where necessary.
26.054 Hinton Martell Fountain
Works recommence 20 April as the weather has broken.
26.055 Hinton Martell 20mph Scheme
Dorset Council advised that the traffic survey would be the only likely costs.  Members approved the approval for the survey to be undertaken as budget was available.
26.056 Hinton Parish New Councillor
Members noted an application for councillor had been received and a small panel would interview later in the month and report back at the next meeting.
26.057 Annual Parish Meetings
Members noted all the Annual Parish Meetings had been arranged. Agendas to be passed to the Clerk for the website.  
26.058 Matters of Information 
Cllr Read – Witchampton Open Gardens – 24 and 25 May. 
26.059 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next Annual meeting would be held on 5 May at Gussage St Michael Martell village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 21.35

Signed:   	T Read			Date: 5 May 2026 
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