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	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES


 held at Gussage St Michael village hall on Tuesday 5 May 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllrs D Burford-May, J Hooper, C Davis-Barnett , S Beer, K Lannon, S Hanstead, S Holland, Dorset Cllr P Brown, Lisa Andrews and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.060 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.061 Election of Chairman
The only candidate was Cllr Read.  Proposed Cllr Hanstead, seconded Cllr Burford-May, and was unanimously agreed.
26.062 Election of Vice Chairman
The only candidate was Cllr Lannon.  Proposed Cllr Hanstead, seconded Cllr Holland, and was unanimously agreed.
26.063 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs R Graves, D Chick, M Porretta, Dorset Cllr W Chakawhata 
26.064 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
Cllr Davis-Barnett advised her daughter and partner lived very near the planning application on the agenda. The chairman advised that she may speak on the item but not vote in any decision.
26.065 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
26.066 Public Participation
There were eight members present.  The meeting was called off to allow for interaction.
Several attendees spoke concerning:
a) C2 – progress on the pinch points – Cllr Brown outlined the brief history and current position Dorset Council was at.  Cllr Hanstead advised that the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire feedback classified this area as a very high matter of concern particularly from the Gussages (over 50% response rate to questionnaire).
b) A354 Thickthorn junction – again, Cllr Brown advised on the current position and awaiting the 50 mph speed limit to be introduced.
c) College Farm planning application – (featured later on the agenda).  The present owner answered questions via the chairman from attendees and council members. Comments would be considered later in the agenda. 
The chairman thanked the public for attending, at this point they all decided to leave.
The meeting was called back on.
26.067 Hinton Parish New Councillor
A Panel (Cllrs Read and Holland, and the Clerk) met with a prospective candidate for co-option onto the committee in one of the Hinton Parish vacancies.  Both Panel members were very happy with meeting discussions and recommended the co-option of Lisa Andrews to members.  The remaining members voted unanimously to welcome her to the committee. 
26.068 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 14 April 2026 (pages 10 - 13) were unanimously approved.
26.069 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Brown advised:
· C103 – the Gussage St Michael area from the Roman Road to the village hall was to ‘sprayed and chipped’ during May.
· Fly tipping – 75% more fines imposed since 2024.  Recently, a car dash-cam caught a lorry tipping paint at Bere Regis at 5.30am – staff were pursuing.  Police are working with Dorset Council more closely.
· Meningitis outbreak – vaccination programme in place. 
· Renters Right Act came into force.  Increase in homelessness being experienced putting a strain on Dorset Council.  Likely to continue for next 12 months.  Some transitional funding from Government received.
· Cllr Brown taken on role of Shadow Economic, Development and Housing portfolio. 
· Five Ash Cottages Plus sewerage – Dorset Council Officers Waste Team looking again at treated sewerage to land sites.
26.070 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 April 2026 reconciled with the cashbook. Cllr Lannon as viewed these for the last four months (in accordance with Financial Regulations) and was satisfied. 
b) VAT Refund 2025/26 – members noted £585.02 had been applied for.
c) Risk Assessment – members approved the document.
d) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 (AGAR) - 
	i) Internal Auditors report - members noted a change made to Hinton fountain following the conclusion of the Internal Auditor’s work.  This would mean a change to the qtr 4 Transparency Code and year end Asset Register.  All other comments were noted, and some to be incorporated into a new website. Two ‘No’ boxes ticked for not meeting standards – the item on the Notice raised by External Audit last year; non-compliant website.
ii) Annual Governance Statement – one ‘No’ box ticked – non-compliant website.  All other boxes met their approval.  Form was signed by the chairman.
iii) Accounting Statement – members approved the statement.
iv) BDO LLP – members confirmed they had no conflict of interest with the company.
v) Statutory Website Notice – members approved publication in accordance with the AGAR requirements accompanied by all supporting papers for transparency.




e) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	May
	692.80

	Expenses
	Members annual allow
	550.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground 17 Apr
	120.00

	Coppid Farming Ltd
	Manswood play area
	1.00

	CT Mee
	GSM dais treatment
	12.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat treatment
	45.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood sign treatment
	12.00

	CT Mee
	Burial ground seat treatment
	45.00

	Bournemouth Water
	Fountain water rates
	70.85


ii) Receipts – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	A Jeans
	Burial
	251.80


iii) Debit Card use – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	 (£)

	Webroot
	Anti-virus software
	34.55


26.071 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/HOU/2026/01913
Fair View 
Gaunts Common *
	Erect single storey detached garage
	Support
As per planning officer’s pre-app comments

	P/FUL/2026/01858
College Farm
Harley Lane
Gussage All Saints

	Demolish farm buildings, convert and extend barn to form 1no. dwelling and erect garage. Erect 4no. dwellings with garages and new vehicular access.
	Object
Suburban residential development is at odds in a rural setting.
Over development of site.
Planned enclave – should be organic/modest one or two units.
Sensitive site as area is a Conservation Area, within Cranborne Chase National Landscapes and historic buildings.
Lack of demonstrable housing needs in the area. If housing is needed it would be smaller units for young families or larger houses downsizing.
Increase in cars – more than the proposed two per household bearing in mind the number of bedrooms.
Against Dark Skies – lots of roof lights – increase in artificial lighting.
Outside village envelope.
Homes not on the same footprint as old buildings.
Unwanted additional site entrance off Harley Lane track (not a road). This track gets waterlogged after rainfall with water coming down from the water meadow.
Completely changes the landscape architecture.

Parish Council not against principle of development and not against housing, but the proposal is not acceptable.


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings
26.072 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon updated members.  It was agreed to move forward with drafting policies and using the consultant where necessary.
26.073 Hinton Martell Fountain
Works underway.  Hoping to be completed by the end of May.
26.074 Website
Members noted that the current site did not meet expected standards, and that the current web administrator was winding down this work.  Members noted that many town and parish councils have migrated to Aubergine365 and that whilst they build the initial site, on-going administration would be down to the Clerk. The new site was within budget and members supported the move to the new site.
26.075 Member Attendance 2025/25
Members noted the report.
26.076 Matters of Information 
Cllr Read – Witchampton Open Gardens (20 open) – 24 and 25 May. 
		- community litter pick 16 May
Cllr Holland – emailed Dorset Council to start road traffic survey in Hinton
		- Summer Fair 7 June 12.15pm
26.077 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next Annual meeting would be held on 2 June at Gussage All Saints village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 21.55

Signed:   				Date: 2 June 2026 
 VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 5 May 2026 

