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	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Gussage All Saints village hall on Tuesday 3 February 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr K Lannon 
Cllrs D Burford-May, C Davis-Barnett, S Beer, S Hanstead, D Chick, Dorset Cllr W Chakawhata and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.014 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.015 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs J Hooper, S Holland, R Graves, T Read, M Porretta, Dorset Cllr P Brown 
26.016 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
Cllr Lannon declared an interest in the two Witchampton planning applications as he had previously used the same builder.
26.017 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
26.018 Public Participation
None present.
26.019 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 6 January 2026 (pages 1 - 3) were unanimously approved.
26.020 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Chakawhata advised:
· Dorset Council’s budget was going through the process with the greatest expense 80% being Adult and Social care, and Special Educational Needs.
· A leisure centre review was underway, possibly with a centre in West and another in the East
· A boundary review was in progress to tidy up issues identified in 2019
· A report on ground water flooding had been circulated.
C2 – a diary date had been advised – 27 February at 8am.
30mph -  the letter regarding a policy failure had been sent by the Clerk to Dorset Council’s Audit Team. A response was awaited, and should be chased.
Fly tipping – several incidents raised, but all removed reasonably quickly.
Other –
i) Local Plan – the Clerk updated members following a planning Teams meeting earlier in the day.
ii)  Solar panels on land – Cllr Burford-May commented that she had read that once a solar panel field had ceased, the ground would be deemed Green Belt and that may affect areas along the C2.
26.021 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 January 2026 reconciled with the cashbook.  
b) Budget/Precept 2026/27 – members noted that the Precept request had been submitted and figures acknowledged by Dorset Council.
c) Grant Requests – two grant requests had been received – one from Dorset Citizens Advice and the other from the Wimborne Folk Festival organisers.  After discussion it was agreed only to award the budget sum of £200 to Dorset Citizens Advice.
d) Burial Ground Fees 2026 – Members considered the increase and decided after debate that the surcharge should raise to 30% from 20% to start raising the sinking fund for future site maintenance. 
e) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Feb
	692.60

	Dorset CA
	Advice services
	200.00

	GSM CHA
	2026 hall hire
	36.00


 26.022 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/HOU/2026/00219
Fair View 
Horseshoes To Gaunt's Common
	Erect a first floor extension

	Support
Balances up the house

	P/HOU/2026/00317
5 Lower Street
Witchampton
	Erect single storey rear extension with roof lantern, erect first floor side extension, external alterations, erect railings to front of property and form parking spaces.
	Object
(see below)

	P/HOU/2026/00316
4 Lower Street
Witchampton
	Erect single storey rear extension with roof lantern and external alterations. Form parking spaces.
	Object
(see below)


26.023 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon advised that the questionnaire had been agreed, printed and out for delivery, closing date end of February. The questionnaires should be added to the website.
26.024 Hinton Martell Fountain
No update available.
26.025 Matters of Information 
Cllr Hanstead – a village hall spud and spout evening was happening on Friday 20 February, 7pm.  
Cllr Barnett-Davis – advised Gussage All Saints Community Breakfast with hobbies and a repairs shop – 7 February from 8.30am
Cllr Lannon – attended the Cranborne Chase National Landscapes (CCNL) Forum.  There was an information van that was available to attend fetes etc. There was also a mobile planetarium available for large buildings. 
26.026 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 3 March at Witchampton village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 20.43

Signed:   					Date: 3 March 2026 

*******************************************************************************************************
4 & 5 Lower Street Comments:
 The applications should be referred to Planning Committee as neither are competent:
· The applications:
· Ask if works had started – they say ‘no’ - but clearly they have as heavy machinery has been on site removing vegetation and soil. Google Earth/Streets shows clear evidence of this too! (started March 2025)
· Ask about bushes, trees and shrubs being removed or pruned - they say ‘no’ but bushes have been removed and beside no 5 the large mature tree has been removed – As this is a Conservation Area, green spaces should be maintained
· Bio-diversity – ticked that it is NOT a special area – but IT IS – a Conservation Area and within the Cranborne Chase National Landscape – however, this is stated on the Planning, Access and Design statements!
· The car parking spaces are inconsistently shown between the applications
· No bat survey – there are bats in the local vicinity
· The land boundaries change part way through the applications – an area on the North is in at the beginning, then is missing
· This North land which is now fenced off and vegetation and soil levels cleared is referred to in the application (Planning Design and Access statement) as a potential future development
· the Planning, Access and Design statements differ with the land shown primarily around the car parking
· The street-scape Indicative proposal drawing shows a fence to the right of No 5 circa 1.8 metres tall running along to the neighbouring house.  However, other plans show 4x parking spaces – how will cars safety enter Lower Street – as it look as if gates are inserted, they must open onto the road – which is a hazard. Further, such a fence is not in keeping with the village location
· The extensions ‘lantern’ requires removing – light pollution or MUST have automatic blinds etc for a night time due to being in a Dark Skies area
· Cranborne Chase National Landscape should have been a ‘consultee’
· Unable to see any Planning Notices on display.
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