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Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Gussage St Michael village hall on Tuesday 6 January 2026 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllrs D Burford-May, C Davis-Barnett, S Hanstead, K Lannon, S Holland, R Graves, D Chick, M Porretta, Dorset Cllr P Brown and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


26.001 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
26.002 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs J Hooper, S Beer, Dorset Cllr W Chakawhata
26.003 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None.
26.004 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
26.005 Public Participation
Although there was one member of the public present, they did not wish to speak but observe.
26.006 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 2 December 2025 (pages 44 - 47) were unanimously approved.
26.007 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Chakawhata, in his absence, issued a short email of his action points which had been circulated to members.
Cllr Brown advised:
C2 – a diary date had been advised – 27 February at 8am.
30mph -  the letter regarding a policy failure had been sent by the Clerk to Dorset Council’s Audit Team. A response was awaited.
Fly tipping – none.
Other –
i) Trading Standards had closed down two Vape shops recently in Weymouth.
ii)  Lithium battery serious fire in a bin lorry recently in the centre of Wimborne. Such batteries to be taken to recycle centres.
iii) Country Farm Estates (Dorset Council owned) – sadly Cabinet recently agreed to covert one to solar farm rather than continue traditional arable farming.


26.008 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 December 2025 reconciled with the cashbook.  
b) Budget/Precept 2026/27 – members noted there were no representations from the public.  Members unanimously agreed the budget and authorised the Clerk to apply for the Precept.
c) Q3 Finances – The Clerk reported that there was nothing untoward with income and expenditure. Everything was ticking along as planned.  Members noted the accounts.
d) Local Government Transparency Code – Members noted the new information that was required to be published quarterly due to the council’s finances exceeding £25,000 income/expenditure.  It was agreed that reporting over £250 payments rather than over £500 was appropriate, and that the over £100 payments were to be dropped from February 2026.  The table needed to indicate the funding underway to the fountain which changes its value.  The Insurance company needed to be advised once completed. Members approved the future reporting.
e) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Jan
	692.60

	Expenses
	Q3
	121.09

	CT Mee
	Bus shelters
	60.00

	CT Mee
	Reglaze GSM noticeboard
	110.60

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial Ground
	240.00


 ii) Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Dec
	862.36

	HMRC
	PAYE
	551.40

	RAD Electrical
	Fountain
	1,165.76



26.009 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/STA/2025/07239
1. Manswood
2. Gussage St. Michael *
	The replacement of 2 x wooden electricity pole structures on the Gussage St Michael (GSTM) E1L5 & E2L5 11kV Other in Manswood
	Support

	P/PABA/2025/07497
Lower Farm 
Gussage St Michael *
	Erect agricultural building. 
	Noted



26.010 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon advised that there was a meeting in December and the next will be on 14 January.  Details of the questionnaire had been agreed and the January meeting would confirm finalisation to be sent to the printers, and hopefully delivered by end of the month.
There is an on going issue with lack of representation from Gussage All Saints.  Cllr Beer had agreed to attend meetings.
A matter was raised by a member as to funding of the Neighbourhood Plan.  With no Government grant, part of the money required was coming from the Community Infrastructure Levy (£6,000) and a reallocation of Election Expenses (£3,000), there was £1,500 being used from an ‘admin’ item in the budget for pump-priming (put in the budget January 2025 before the initial public meetings), and 2026/27 a sum of £1,500 was being sought.  Therefore, via ‘admin’, this would be part of each Parish’s overhead.  This should be made clear at available opportunities and on the website. An article would go in the Circle and residents advised at the May Annual meetings, and an article on the website.
26.011 Hinton Martell Fountain
Members were updated:
· Trenching works had been carried out by Dorset Council
· The repairs and base rendering had been completed.
· The top coat render was awaiting warmer and drier weather (over 14 degrees centigrade) to apply.
· A neighbour to the fountain had completed the refurbishment of the fountain centre feature and was supplying a Purbeck stone plinth as his contribution to the works.
· The meter box foundation had been created, awaiting the power cabling.
· The Water Board had agreed to provide at no cost a water stopcock outside the Rectory wall and to repair the stopcock leak by the fountain.
26.012 Matters of Information 
Cllr Graves – advised that the two cottages in Lower Street were being refurbished with a car park at the side.  There was concern from local residents that a new house was to be built on this area.  No planning application had been agreed. The site would be monitored.
Cllr Hanstead – enquired as to the committee’s view of the cockerel statue at the top of Whiteways Hill.  Members asked the Clerk to notify Dorset Council.
Cllr Lannon – asked if there was any further news on a mobile phone mast in Witchampton. No-one had any feedback, and the Clerk asked to drop an email to Dorset Council. 
26.013 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 3 February at Gussage All Saints village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 21.10
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