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	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Witchampton village hall on Tuesday 2 December 2025 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllrs D Burford-May, C Davis-Barnett, S Hanstead, K Lannon, S Holland, R Graves, D Chick, Dorset Cllr W Chakawata and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


25.168 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
25.169 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs J Hooper, M Porretta, S Beer, Dorset Cllr P Brown. 
25.170 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
Cllr Burford-May advised she lived near the planning application later on the agenda.
25.171 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
25.172 Public Participation
The meeting was called off.
There were two members of the public present. They fed back to members how residents have been involved in carrying out traffic surveys and meetings to progress an application for 20 mph speed limit through the village of Hinton Martell.
Members asked questions and the majority (one against as a concern about a funding commitment) resolved to support the residents’ application. It was likely that the funding of a Road Traffic Order would fall on the Parish Council, so a provision towards the cost would be added to the 2026/27 budget. Members agreed to an application in case Dorset Council had available funding.
The chairman thanked the residents for their work.
The meeting was called back on.
25.173 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 4 November 2025 (pages 40 - 43) were unanimously approved.
25.174 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Chakawata advised:
· A request had been made via the local MP for a defibrillator at Hinton Parva.  The chairman agreed that he would contact the scheme architect for the new buildings to see if they would provide a suitable location for the equipment.
· Dorset Council been chased to clear leaves and gulleys in Hinton Martell due to the amount of leaves in the road.
· A complaint had been received from a resident in Hinton Parva about the excessive mud on the road and the alleged dumping of soil/waste and burning brought in waste on land by the new development.  Various departments had been contacted to try and resolve the matter.
· Dorset Council had produced an extensive list of assets it was seeking to dispose of to reduce their maintenance costs.  Within the Vale of Allen there was a small grassed area in Witchampton.  Members discussed and were not in favour of adopting the land.
C2 – discussion on the continued problems.  A meeting with Dorset Council was provisionally set in a couple of weeks, but late in the afternoon which would not reflect heavy road use and considered a dangerous time of day. A new date/time to be arranged.
30mph -  the letter regarding a policy failure ought to be directed to Dorset Council’s Audit Team.
Fly tipping – one incident which was removed quickly.
25.176 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 November 2025 reconciled with the cashbook.  Members also noted that Cllr Lannon had sample checked (in accordance with Financial Regulations) the bank statements and cashbook and found matters satisfactory.
b) Budget 2026 – members noted the budget with two changes:
a) Gussage St Michael – removed the sum of £450 for the Bus Shelter project
b) Hinton – add £1,000 for a sinking fund for the new 20mph project.
The draft budget to be amended accordingly and placed on the website for comment before the next meeting.
c) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Dec
	862.36

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	O Cornish
	GAS road mirror
	93.88

	GAS village hall
	2025 hall hire
	8.00

	Hinton Martell village hall
	2026 hall hire
	60.00

	HMRC
	PAYE
	551.40

	RAD Electrical
	Fountain works
	1,165.76


 ii) Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Nov
	671.28

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground grass (Oct)
	240.00

	Hunter Masonry
	50% fountain deposit
	7,575.00




iii) Income – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Various
	Fountain private donations (since to 15 Nov)
	100.00




25.177 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/FUL/2025/06640
Land At Access Road To The Buildings, Manswood,
Witchampton
	Erection of two agricultural storage and workshop barns with landscaping and associated works
	Object
Same comments as per previous application (2024/05892), plus
Workshop – no use given
Sounds – not provided
Access road – too narrow



25.178 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Lannon was to act as temporary chair to get matters moving as no Working Group members were volunteering.  At the meeting, scoping was agreed by four smaller groups and the questionnaire discussed with a draft to follow.
A matter was raised by a member as to funding of the Neighbourhood Plan.  Although part of the money was coming from the Community Infrastructure Levy, the remainder was being raised as an ‘admin’ item in the budget and would therefore be part of each Parish’s overhead.  This should be made clear at available opportunities and on the website.
25.179 Hinton Martell Fountain
Members were updated:
· Trenching works had been carried out by Dorset Council
· The rendering had been removed and exposed further cracking of the wall.  Reinforcing bars have been fitted and cracks resin bonded.
· The base had been concrete filled and reinforced.
· The top coat render was awaiting warmer and drier weather to apply.
· A neighbour to the fountain had offered to take the fountain feature to shot/grit blast and recoat as well as supplying a Purbeck stone plinth as his contribution to the works.
· The meter box foundation had been created, awaiting the power cabling.
· The Water Board had agreed to provide at no cost a water stopcock outside the Rectory wall and to repair the stopcock leak by the fountain.
Members recorded their vote of thanks to Steve Wathen for his work in liaising with contractors and being on site.
25.180 Matters of Information 
Cllr Graves – advised that Dorset Council had identified an unused pathway. Part of the route had been cleared but one end had a six feet drop on one side of the field!
Cllr Read – advised that local Residents near Chapel Road had complained of junk and rubbish build up which was falling onto the footpath/road.  He had spoken to Aster Housing Association who would deal with the matter.
· Witchampton Carol Concert was 21 December.
Cllr Davis-Barnett – advised of an Christmas Afternoon Tea (3-5pm) 6 December in the GAS village hall.
Cllr Hanstead – advised of a Christmas Coffee Morning 10 – 12am on 6 December in the GSM village hall.
24.181 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 6 January at Gussage St Michael village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 21.10
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