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	VofA
Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES


 held at Hinton Martell village hall on Tuesday 15 April 2025 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr S Beer, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Lannon, Cllr S Holland, Cllr R Graves, Cllr J Hooper, Cllr C Davis-Barnett, Dorset Cllr W Chakawhata and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


25.049 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
25.050 Apologies
Cllrs D Chick, M Porretta, Dorset Cllr P Brown.
25.051 Recording, Photography, social Media
No applications.
25.052 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None. 
25.053 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
25.054 Public Participation
The meeting was adjourned.
There were nine members of the public present. No items were raised, but they were interested in the presentation.
Savills gave a presentation regarding some feasibility sites in Long Crichel (no formal planning application(s) had been sought at this time) for possible future development.  Three sites containing five new build houses. Members of the public and committee members raised questions and concerns about the various proposals, with Savills agreeing to take the issues into consideration. The Parish Council advised that they were minded to support ‘brown field’ sites and not ‘infill sites’.
The Chairman thanked Savills.
Members of the public also left the meeting.
The meeting was reconvened.
25.055 Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 11 March 2025 (pages 7 -10) were unanimously approved.
25.056 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Chakawhata reported:
· A Chief Executive had been appointed.  References were being sought.
· Dorset’s Housing Strategy had been approved for the next five years.
· Dorset’s Local Plan was progressing, to have a 15 year life.
a) C2 – meeting still to be arranged with the portfolio holder - outstanding
b) Fly tipping – none.
25.057 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation - members noted that the bank statement of 1 March reconciled to the cashbook.  
b) Asset Register – members confirmed the Register of Assets as at 31 March 2025.
c) Conflicts of Interest – members confirmed there were no personal ‘conflicts of interest’ with BDO LLP external auditor (as request was made by the auditor for the annual AGAR submission).
d) Quarter 4/End of Year 2024/25 Finances – members noted the financial position with no issues.
e) VAT Reclaim 2024/25 – members noted the Clerk had made an on-line VAT refund request (as per Financial Regulations).
f)    i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Net  (£)
	V.A.T
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	April
	671.48
	0
	671.48

	HMRC
	Qtr 4 PAYE
	503.60
	0
	503.60

	Expenses
	Qtr 4
	177.94
	4.48
	182.42

	DAPTC
	Member training
	150.00
	0
	150.00

	Source for Business
	Fountain water bill
	136.98
	0
	136.98

	CT Mee
	Ackling Dyke sign treatment
	12.00
	0
	12.00

	CT Mee
	Burial ground seat
	45.00
	0
	45.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood field sign
	12.00
	0
	12.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat & grass
	55.00
	0
	55.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00
	0
	15.00

	GAS Village Hall
	NP hall hire
	32.00
	0
	32.00

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground grass
	240.00
	0
	240.00



 ii) Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:
	Details
	Description
	Net  (£)
	V.A.T
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	February
	671.28
	0
	671.28

	Citizens Advice
	Grant 
	200.00
	0
	200.00


iii) Income received – to note:
	Details
	Description
	(£)

	FC Douch
	Burial
	222.00

	Excalibur
	Memorial stone additional words
	23.00





25.058 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/FUL/2025/00375
Loverley Farm Loverley Lane 
Moor Crichel *
	Replacement of existing redundant agricultural building with a Class C3 dwelling house, erection of a garage and associated landscaping. 
	Support
* good use of an old barn
* previous application supported when it was for two houses

	P/HOU/2025/01492
Pound Hill Cottage 
Pound Hill
Witchampton
	Create parking bay

	Support
Practical solution.


	P/HOU/2025/01580
46 Mill Lane 
Witchampton
	Erect single storey rear & side extension and construct chimney
	Support
Good improvement


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings
25.059 Neighbourhood Plan
A letter had been sent to all attendees who left their email address at the local briefing meetings thanking them for attending and outlining the next steps.
Locality’s contract for administering grants had been re-tendered and the outcome may not be known until July. Our grant application must wait.
A Zoom meeting had been arranged between the Chairman, Vice Chairman, consultant and the Clerk for later in the month to discuss the next steps, e.g. setting up a Steering Committee.
Jo Witherden suggested that her appointment as consultant should be deferred until the grant administering process had been resolved.
A formal submission to Dorset Council had been made for the Vale of Allen to establish a Neighbourhood Plan.
25.060 Hinton Martell Fountain
The local electrician confirmed that SSEN was not necessary in the relocation of the electric check meter. 
The Chairman advised he would chase the surveyor and/or the Diocese to respond regarding the way forward with a legal agreement to utilise the Rectory electricity and a repayment method. 
Action: Chairman to chase Diocese to move forward.
25.061  Parish Annual Meetings
The Clerk reminded all members that the statutory Parish Meetings must take place in the month of May.  
· Witchampton and Crichel – Tue 27 May
· Gussage St Michael – Tue 20 May
· Gussage All Saints – To be arranged
· Hinton – Tue 27 May (provisionally)
Agenda to Clerk for the website, copies to be placed by members on local noticeboards.
Members were to book halls and arrange a note taker.  Minutes then passed to the Clerk for the website.
25.062 Matters of Information 
Cllr Burford-May advised that Savills had sent a letter to the Clerk regarding possible infringement of the lease of the play area – cars parking on it regularly.  She would meet up with the Clerk to look through the lease and a suitable response made.
24.063 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting – the Annual Meeting, would be held on 6 May at Gussage St Michael village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 20.52pm

Signed:  T Read					Date: 6 May 2025 
 VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 15 April 2025 

