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	VofA
Parish Council

VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Gussage All Saints village hall on Tuesday 7 October 2025 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllrs D Burford-May, J Hooper, S Beer, C Davis-Barnett, S Hanstead, K Lannon, S Holland, D Chick and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


25.138 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
25.139 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs R Graves, M Porretta, Dorset Cllrs P Brown, W Chakawata. 
25.140 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None. 
25.141 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
25.142 Public Participation
The meeting was called-off.
Four members of the public were present. 
Liz Brierly, Crichel Estates was present to advise on a new planning application for the site at Primrose Hill, Manswood.  The formal consultation from Dorset Council had been received after the meeting agenda deadline, but members had the details circulated in advance.
Ms Brierly advised that the two previous planning applications had been refused by Dorset Council, and the appeal was also refused.  A new architect had been engaged and a pre-planning application meeting with Dorset resulted in the present application.  The 4 bungalows in very poor condition and very difficult to bring them up to current lettings standard, hoped to be replaced with another 4 bungalows with modern facilities.
Members asked questions including:
· would the Ecological report be renewed at it was virtually time-expired.
· Would dusk to dawn blind be fitted to roof window as it was in a Dark Skies area.
· Would contractor park at the rear of the site as the road running through Manswood was narrow.
· Would these be for Affordable Rent (currently rented) not Market Rent as such homes are in short supply in the area.
Two neighbours present made comments supporting the redevelopment.
The meeting was called back on.

25.143 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 2 September 2025 (pages 32 -35) were unanimously approved.
25.144 Dorset Councillors’ Report
No report.
25.145 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 September 2025 reconciled with the cashbook.  
b) AGAR 2024/25 – members were advised again that the external audit had concluded.  No issues apart from a minor typo (£10 on the opening balance) whilst corrected for the auditor, a formal Notice was not re-issued with the correct figure on the website.
c) Finance Working Group – members agreed composition – Cllrs Lannon, Holland, Burford-May, Davis-Burnett and Read. Meeting date 6 November, 7pm, at Gussage All Saints hall (subject to confirmation).
All members need to consider next year’s precept and advise those attending meeting.
d) Financial Regulations – Banking – members received a discussion paper about the difficulties with three bank signatories/on-line banking, and the difficulties with TSB in particular.  Issues stem from having an old style charities/club account and the local branch being over 20 miles away to visit.  Members supported the need to place banking on a modern footing, but maintaining auditability, and approved the recommendations:
· Exploring if TSB can amend our account to a single signatory.
· Exploring banking options, setting up a second account (not switching until members later approval) with another bank
· Approve amending Financial Regulations
· Introducing standing orders for regular payees, reporting payments at the following meeting
· Review process so that two members still sign off invoices and reporting payments made at the following meeting.
e) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Oct
	671.48

	Expenses
	Qtr 2
	204.55

	HMRC
	PAYE
	503.60

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat grass
	20.00

	CT Mee
	Club bus shelter planters
	25.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground grass (Sept)
	240.00

	Gussage All Saints PCC
	Clock maintenance donation
	200.00

	Dorset Planning Consultant
	NP work
	280.74




 ii) Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Sept
	671.48

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground grass (Aug)
	240.00

	VisionICT
	Annual email hosting
	336.00

	BDO LLP
	External Audit
	252.00


iii) Income – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Dorset Council
	2nd half Precept
	15,289.50



iv) Debit Card use – members noted:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Start Safety
	Bracket fixings - signs
	145.04



25.146 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/VOC/2025/04895
Beeches
Lawrence Lane
Witchampton *

	Alterations and extensions to detached dwelling and annexe. (with variation to condition 2 of planning permission P/HOU/2023/05217 to modify entrance porch and reduce side return extension).
	Support
No adverse comments to make

	P/HOU/2025/05416
Winterbourne House
Gussage St Michael *
	Erect single-storey rear and side extension, new enclosed entrance porch, timber cladding, replacement windows and rear extension roof
	Support
Dark Skies – dusk to dawn blinds required
Brickwork not to be painted as two neighbouring identical houses not painted – out of character
External lighting to be angled downwards (as per bat survey)




25.147 Neighbourhood Plan
Second meeting of the steering group took place. The consultant covered a lot of ground with members starting to appreciate the work involved. The next meeting (14 October) will focus on how to carry out the data gathering.  Sample survey forms had been circulated.
25.148 Hinton Martell Fountain
Members received a report on the fountain to note position, consultation with villagers and Dorset Council Highways Manager. Members noted that at the time of their meeting £4,950 had been received in private donations to support the refurbishment of the fountain.
Members approved the recommendations, amended as follows:
· The waiving of Financial Regulations on this occasion to accept one quotation.
· Hunter Masonry and RAD Electrical be appointed to refurbish the fountain and supply the necessary electrical works, and sub-contracting if necessary for the trenching works.
· Agreed to use public donations for the Hunter Masonry work (non-VAT)
· Agreed to the use of up to £6,000 from its CIL budget
· Agree that the Finance Working Group recommend to this committee where temporary loans might be made from other Parish project budgets within the Vale of Allen Parish Council if a shortfall exists.
· Apply to Dorset Council for temporary road closure.
The chairman will:
· seek clarification from Hunter Masonry/RAD if they hold the necessary requirements Dorset Council are seeking
· If necessary, seek a quote for excavation from Dorset Council
· Apply for the temporary road closure
· If within budget, give the necessary order/approval for the works to commence.
25.149 Dorset Local Plan
Members were reminded after a short discussion, that comments must be with the Clerk by Friday so a suitable response can be made on behalf of all members of this parish council.
25.150 Policies
Members approved the review of the Filming and Recording Policy with no changes other than the review date. 
25.151 Matters of Information 
Cllr Chick – thanked the Clerk for his input to get gates in the fencing abutting the road at Rose Cottages to get the rubbish and recycle bins off the road.
Cllr Burford-May – raised the issue of cars parked for photographs as well as racing up and down the ‘Avenue’ from the C2 to Moor Crichel. This was a Police matter as it was a danger on the highway and residents should be encouraged to report every incident.
24.152 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 4 November at Witchampton village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 21.34

Signed:  T Read					Date: 4 November 2025 
 VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 7 October 2025 

