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VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL – MEETING MINUTES


 held at Witchampton village hall on Tuesday 4 November 2025 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman – Cllr T Read 
Cllrs D Burford-May, C Davis-Barnett, S Hanstead, K Lannon, S Holland, M Porretta, Dorset Cllr P Brown and Parish Clerk I Hanstead.


25.153 Recording, Photography, Social Media
No applications.
25.154 Apologies/Absentees 
Cllrs R Graves, J Hooper, S Beer, D Chick, Dorset Cllr W Chakawata. 
25.155 Declarations of Interest on the Agenda
None. 
25.156 Requests for Dispensations to Participate in a Meeting
There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.
25.157 Public Participation
There were no members of the public present.
25.158 Minutes and Matters Arising
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for 7 October 2025 (pages 36 -39) were unanimously approved.
25.159 Dorset Councillors’ Report
Cllr Brown advised:
· The Local Plan and Transport Plan consultation has closed.  There was a high response rate.
· Dorset Council was varying its procurement rules starting to by local food for its staff canteen
· Invoices are now generally being paid within 7 days of receipt of invoice.
· The new booking system had just started for several council waste disposal centres.
· Solar panel applications had now closed and a bulk order was going out to tender.
· Creative Dorset team estimate that films and TV work in the county was drawing in around £190,000 per day, as well as putting Dorset on the map.
C2 – discussion on the continued problems.  Cllr Brown would ask the Portfolio Holder for a site visit.
30mph -  whilst this was council policy for villages, many were still on National speed limit.  It was decided to make an official complaint as Dorset was not keeping to its policy.  The Clerk would draft out a letter for members to approve.
Fly tipping – A large load of builders waste had been deposited on the verge by a farm entrance gate in Mead Lane, Gussage All Saints.  It was reported Friday and moved by the following Tuesday.
25.160 Finance
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 October 2025 reconciled with the cashbook.  
b) Pay Award 2025 – members noted the pay award and would be contained within budget.
c) i) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of the below:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Nov
	671.28

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat grass
	15.00

	CT Mee
	Bus shelters
	75.00

	GAS village hall
	2025 hall hire
	48.00

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground grass (Oct)
	240.00

	Plus from item11:
	
	

	Hunter Masonry
	50% Deposit fountain works
	7,575.00


 ii) Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Salaries
	Sept
	671.48

	L Lucas (Hillmeadow Services)
	Burial ground grass (Oct)
	240.00


iii) Income – members noted.
	Details
	Description
	Total (£)

	Various
	Fountain private donations (to 15 Oct)
	5,600




25.161 Planning Applications
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/VOL/2025/06037
Hinton Cottage 
Gore Pit To Emley Lane 
Hinton Martell *

	Erect a two storey extension and raise existing extension roof ridge height to match proposed extension to allow formation of first floor.( with variation of condition 2 of planning permission P//LBC/2024/01372 to remove two roof lights on west elevation and not to raise current ground floor link or build oak glazed replacement).
	No reply given as members did not comment

	P/VOC/2025/06008
Hinton Cottage 
Gore Pit To Emley Lane 
Hinton Martell *

	Erect a two storey extension and raise existing extension roof ridge height to match proposed extension to allow formation of first floor.( with variation of condition 2 of planning permission P//HOU/2024/01371 to remove two roof lights on west elevation and not to raise current ground floor link or build oak glazed replacement).
	No reply given as members did not comment


	P/HOU/2025/04198
Linden Grove
Manor Road
Gussage St Michael
	Erect two-storey front and side extensions, raise ridge height and erect porch. Amendments

	Object

BUT
Which revision/option is to be submitted ‘A’ or ‘B’?
Still no measurements on drawings

As per last response:
Working hours to be restricted
No blocking of narrow main road
Roads to be kept clear of mud etc



25.162 Neighbourhood Plan
Sarah Ols, Chairman has stepped down from role in group.  Two meetings planned for October had to be cancelled due advance notice of absentees.
Another meeting due in a week.  Cllr Lannon to ‘coordinate’ not chair to get matters back on track and to agree a way forward.
25.163 Hinton Martell Fountain
Members were updated:
· Private donations increased to £5,700 as at 4 November
· Trenching works to be carried out by Dorset Council
· Revised scheme works within budget
· Each contractor had £5m public indemnity insurance and each to abide by Dorset Council’s ‘red book’ on street works
· Purchase Orders issued to Hunter Masonry, Rad Electrical and Dorset Council
Members approved the 50% deposit for Hunter Masonry as terms of their engagement to purchase materials. (Added to Invoice Payments above).
Discussed role of Principal Contractor and CDM (Construction, Design and Management) Regulations as the parish council is the commercial client.  Chair and Clerk to draw up a list   of potential risks and issues, and look to mitigate them.  Chairman to take on role and will be visiting site daily.  Cllr Graves to project manage.
25.164 Policies
Members approved the review of the Anti-Bullying and Harassment Policy, and Equality and Diversity Policy with no changes other than the review date. 
25.165 Meetings Calendar 2026 – members noted next year’s dates.
25.166 Matters of Information 
Cllr Davis – Barnett has reported the cones and barriers on the C2 by Whiteway Hill
Cllr Holland – advised of the Hinton village fete
Cllr Burford-May – advised of drainage works taking place in Long Crichel behind one of the houses for sale.
Cllr Read – advised 2026 ‘open gardens’ would be on the Bank Holiday at the end of May in Witchampton.
24.167 Date of Next Meeting – members noted that the next meeting would be held on 2 December at Hinton Martell village hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

Meeting closed 21.30

Signed:  					Date: 2 December 2025 
 VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 4 November 2025 

