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Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Hinton Martell village hall on Tuesday 6 December 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr T Read
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Bushell, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr S Warnock, Dorset Cllr P Brown, and I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


22.167 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.168 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs Collie, Porretta, Glover, and Dorset Cllr R Cook.  
Cllr J Van Etten had recently tendered his resignation due to work commitments.  Thanks were to be recorded from the committee for all his hard work and input.
22.169 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.170 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.171 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public present.

22.172 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 1 November 2022 (pages 46 - 49).

22. 173 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Cook had provided a written report to be read out at the meeting:

· Cost of Living – aiming to reach out to as many people as possible to help with household budgeting.
· Christmas waste collections – collection details provided over the holiday period.
·  20 mph speed restrictions – see below discussions.
· Local Government Reorganisation – since Dorset Council was formed, around £77m savings had been made.  Next year’s budget was challenging due to the high cost of Adult Social Care.  However, the aim was to protect as many frontline services as possible.
· Community Grants – round 4 now open.  Details provided.

Cllr Brown advised:
· Car Parking – publicity has been given for the free use of car parks leading up to Christmas. 
· Library Services – round two consultation was underway on the future shape of their services. 
· Illegal Puppy Farm – successfully prosecuted. 
22.174 HIGHWAYS

Dorset Council had issued its long-awaited policy for 20mph applications.  They will fund the high priority ones with town and parishes funding the lesser priority cases. With a Traffic Regulatory Order required for each application, costs could be between £5,000 - £10,000.  Dorset Council’s budget was limited.
Discussions took place as to where these might be appropriate.  It was agreed that members consider this for their Wards, taking into consideration schools, pavements, users of the road, numbers of homes covered, street lighting, etc.  An item to be placed on the next agenda. 
It was raised that the road (C2) appeared to be sinking between the pumping station and the bridge before the Horton Inn.  It was agreed that individuals should be encouraged to report this on Dorset Council’s website.

Another issue arising was the state of verges once developers and contractors had left a site.  Often the verges were damaged and not made good.  It was agreed that the parish council would add this to any planning application consultation response.
22.175 FLY TIPPING

No cases reported.
22.176 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statements 2 October and 1 November reconciled to the cash book.  Cllr Mitchell has viewed the cashbook and statements from 1 April and confirmed everything appeared to be correct (as required under Financial Regulations).
b) Annual Pay Award – members noted the national pay award, and the back-date was paid in this month’s invoices. 
c) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Dec
	854.03

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground)
	120.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat
	13.00

	DAPTC
	Clerks conference
	45.00

	Cheap Printing Dorset
	Various signs
	166.80

	Evans Above
	Millennium Ave trees
	1740.00

	HMRC
	PAYE
	500.00


Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Nov
	573.23

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (Sept/Oct)
	240.00

	Batt Broadbent Solicitors
	Consecration of burial ground
	445.38


22.177 PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Members confirmed their consultation comment to Dorset Council.

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/HOU/2022/06780 - 2 Church Cottages, Gussage St Michael *

	Erect two storey side and single storey rear extensions (demolish existing porch & building to side)

	Support

It is not too dissimilar to the previous permission granted.  The plan has the incorrect house name – it is 2 Church cottages NOT Lytchgate Cottage (that is next door). 

	P/VOC/2022/06841 Pound Farm *
	Variation of Condition 2 on approved P/A 3/21/0304/FUL (Convert existing outbuilding into self-contained dwelling) build to be extended to the north.
	Support

It is making the building more suitable for a family.  Our comment from before was: 

* Sensible use of an out-building 

* There should be a condition added that the new dwelling should not be sold as a separate entity and annexed from the main house, under a separate title. This would, if allowed as a separate dwelling, set a precedent which would not necessarily be good for the village.  THIS SHOULD STILL APPLY.

	P/LBC/2022/05896 – Hinton Cottage, Hinton Martell *
	Install two flues in our joint chimney stack, install a chimney pot on both to reach the minimum 1.8m from the ridge of the roof for a thatch as per HETAS regulations, and connect and install log burner/stove.
	Support

To comply with health and safety.


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings

22.178 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Members noted members of Dorset Council would be attending the next Parish Council meeting to give a presentation – starting at 7pm, Gussage St Michael village hall. 
22.179 MATTERS OF INFORMATION
Cllr Bushell – there was an increase in crime and vandalism in the village – a car had been damaged, and a house window broken by a drive-by with occupant firing a catapult. Police had been informed.  Villagers were investigating CCTV. 
Cllr Warnock – the replacement for Cllr Van Etten had been displayed in Village Voices and on noticeboards 
St James’s school attended a carol concert and used the village hall too.

Cllr Read – wanted details of the Pamphill Parish Council to drop them a note about proposals for Bradford under the Governance Review.
Meeting closed 21:15pm
Signed  T Read

Chairman 

Date 10 January 2023 
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