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Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Gussage All Saints village hall on Tuesday 4 October 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr T Read
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr Van Etten, Cllr M Porretta, Dorset Cllr Cook, I Hanstead, Parish Clerk and one guest.


22.138 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.139 HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II

All stood and observed a one-minute silence in memory of the late Queen.
22.140 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs Collie, Warnock, Glover, and Bushell, and Dorset Cllr P Brown.
22.141 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.142 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.143 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

a) There were no members of the public present.

b)  Steve Tonkin, Cranborne Chase AoNB gave a presentation on Controlling Light Pollution.  There were only 17 Dark Skies areas recognised around the world, seven were in the UK and Cranborne Chase AoNB being one of them – all because of their exceptional night skies.

Members found the talk very interesting and questions they had were duly answered. It was recommended that the talk should be given to Dorset Council who did not take up a previous offer.

Steve Tonkin was thanked, and he then left the meeting.

The meeting was then formally reopened.
22.144 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 9 September 2022 (pages 38 - 41).

22. 145 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Cook provided a written report but talked through the key points:
· Help for Households – although previously discussed, there was a push to try and contact as many households as possible, especially where they did not have computer access (refer to minutes 22.052, 22.103).
· Electric Car Chargers – as discussed last meeting (minute 22.130).

· Adult Social Care – consultation was taking place to develop services for the future.  Local venues included Verwood and Ferndown.

Discussion took place on the issue of the Dorset Plan as there were rumours of it being delayed by over two years.  Cllr Cook advised that with the changes in Government, there had been a delay in getting the Dorset Council approach approved by new Ministers, despite the advanced negotiations with previous Ministers.  Discussions were on going.
22.146 HIGHWAYS

Dorset Council had still not provided an update since the meeting with them in March regarding several issues with the C2. Cllr Brown was not present to provide an update.         
The C103 had been resurfaced and two months later after complaining that the drains/ gullies, fire hydrant points had been tarmacked over or required raising, had now been completed.  If Dorset Council had serious budget issues, having to put right contractor poor workmanship was not cost effective.
The Little Owls Nursery located in Newtown (the old scout hut building) needed suitable signs and road markings.  Cllr Cook suggested the chairman should contact the Community Highways Officer in the first instance to draw his attention to the problem.

A question was raised about the outstanding policy Dorset Council had promised in February about 20 mph zones.  Cllr Cook advised there was a report going to the Places and Resources Overview Committee this week and then onto Full Council.  Publicity would follow. 

22.147 FLY TIPPING

No instances in the last month known.
22.148 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 September reconciled to the cash book.

b) Quarter 2 Finances – members noted the report.  The Finance Working Group would look through it in greater detail later in the month. 
c) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Oct
	573.03

	Expenses
	Qtr. 2
	137.95

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (Aug)
	240.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat area
	13.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood seat area
	14.00

	GSMCHA
	Hall hire
	10.00


 Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Sept
	573.23

	HMRC
	PAYE
	429.80


d) Income received – members noted:

	Dorset Council
	2nd half of Precept
	10,274.00


22.149 PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Members confirmed their consultation comment to Dorset Council.

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/FUL/2022/04734 – Underwood Farm, Hinton Martell *
	demolition of two existing dwellings and agricultural buildings and construction of 2 replacement dwellings with garaging and hard and soft landscaping.
	Support

* A very well considered and thoughtful application, which brings derelict buildings back into use.

 * This application also supports 2 families that are trying to grow a local business that provides amenities to the community (at their other nearby site in Knowlton). 

 * The choice of materials and design seem to be sympathetic to rural setting.

	P/HOU/2022/03966 – Meadowside, Gussage St Michael *
	Erect a first-floor extension and a rear and side single storey extension with internal alterations.
	Support

* It discreetly extends the functionality and usage of the property without unduly impacting the surroundings.

* Will enhance the current property.

* No immediate neighbours so the extensions should not impact on any other property.

* A good improvement for family living.

	P/HOU/2022/05701 - Highview,
Crichel Lane
	Erect Replacement Garden Building (Demolish Existing).
	Support

*Shielded by trees/hedging

*Not overlooked

*No indication of external lighting – Dark Skies issues?


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings

22.150 POLICY REVIEW – ANNUAL LEAVE
Members unanimously approved the policy.
22.151 COMMITTEE MEETINGS 2023
Members noted the dates for the coming year.

22.152 BURIAL GROUND EXTENSION

Members noted the new burial ground had been consecrated by the Church of England and burials/interments could now take place.

22.153 MATTERS OF INFORMATION
Cllr Read – advised of the Wimborne Parishes holding an ‘Oct-Fest’ on 21 October in Witchampton village hall – selection of craft beers and cider and sausage tasting. 
Meeting closed 21:19pm
Signed  T Read

Chairman 
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