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Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Witchampton village hall on Tuesday 1 November 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr T Read
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr T Collie, Cllr M Porretta, Cllr S Bushell, Dorset Cllr P Brown, and I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


22.154 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.155 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs Burford-May, Van Etten, Warnock, Glover, and Dorset Cllr R Cook.
22.156 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.157 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.158 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public present.

22.159 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 4 October 2022 (pages 42 - 45).

22. 160 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Brown advised:
· Enterprise Zones - these were still likely for Dorset even with the changes in Government.  Wool Business Park defence and technology; Portland port; North Weymouth area.
· Cost of Living – supporting the crisis with a section of their website with lots of useful tips and links. 
22.161 HIGHWAYS

Dorset Council had still not provided the Parish Council with an update since the meeting with them in March regarding several issues with the C2. Cllr Brown advised he had spoken to the team and that the C2 was in design stage with phase one reconstructing the road edges (4km) to strengthen the road – circa £1.3m and start 2023.  Then the road will be resurfaced in 2024.         
The 20mph policy was still awaited.

The Hinton Martell to Uppington road had blocked gullies with mud from field run-off.  Hinton members were encouraged to report them on the DC website as the reports go direct to the appropriate team. 

22.162 FLY TIPPING

The only one raised was an upturned trailer in Hinton.  This needed reporting by a local member.
22.163 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 October reconciled to the cash book.

b) Finance Working Group – members:

i) noted the minutes.
ii) noted the Asset Register as at 31 October.

iii) approved the Financial Risk Assessment for 2023/24.

iv) noted the budget and that it will be placed on the website for consultation and reviewed again at the January 2023 meeting. 
c) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Nov
	573.23

	CT Mee
	Witchampton bus shelter
	19.50

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground – Sept/Oct
	240.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat
	13.00

	CT Mee
	Bush shelters clean
	75.00

	Communicorp
	Local Councils Update mag subscription
	80.00

	Batt Broadbent Solicitors
	Consecration services
	445.38


           Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Oct
	573.03

	Expenses
	Qtr. 2
	137.95

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (Aug)
	240.00


22.164 PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Members confirmed their consultation comment to Dorset Council.

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/LBC/2022/05949 & P/HOU/2022/06045 - Elm Tree Cottage, Gussage All Saints *
	Demolition of existing rear porch and replace with new porch and kitchen extension
	Support

* Makes accommodation more useful at back of house

* Should not have any impact on neighbours

* Designs considered to be sympathetic to overall house and little impact on core listed building or aesthetics

	P/HOU.2022/06034 - The Lodge, Long Crichel *
	Demolition of existing garage and construction of timber frame garage with 1 bedroom accommodation above
	Support

This is an amended application from a recent consultation exercise.

* Slightly bigger than previous application

HOWEVER, members expressed following concerns:

* Not to be used as a separate dwelling or holiday let in the future

* Obvious potential for future conversion into a separate dwelling

* Looks like a self-contained annex rather than a home office

* Characteristics of a 'creeping' application -growth by stealth

	P/FUL/2022/05549 - Martin Down Farm, Woodcutts *
	Creation of 3no. ecology ponds
	Support

Enhances area, wildlife, and biodiversity of the area.

Note – AoNB not consulted yet were involved with a large pond at Manor Farm only half mile away in last year.  Should they be?


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings

22.165 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Members discussed the possibility of a Neighbourhood Plan for the whole of the Parish Council.  It concluded that it needed more members present so everyone had been involved.  Further, as the Governance Review had commenced, there were boundary issues that could affect the future of the Parish Council, so designating a boundary was a little premature.  Members also noted that a previous committee had approved neighbouring Wimborne St Giles declaring their boundary taking in part of the Gussage All Saints Ward.
Members also considered it wise to get someone from Dorset Council, or a consultant, to come along and run through just exactly what a Neighbourhood Plan involved.  Ideally, someone to come along to the January meeting.

Members were encouraged to go onto www.neighbourhoodplanning.org and read up on Neighbourhood Planning.
22.166 MATTERS OF INFORMATION
Cllr Collie – fountain refurbishment was coming along.  Two quotes obtained with a third being sought.

Cllr Hanstead – a yoga class and a circuit training session, both weekly, started up in Gussage St Michael.

Cllr Bushell – for many evenings weekly, musicians featured in the Drovers pub.
Cllr Porretta – enquired after wi-fi in the Witchampton village hall.  The hall committee was to be approached.
Cllr Read – advised of a concert in the church on 11 November featuring Hawkeye.  The was a wine tasting event taking place too.
Meeting closed 21:40pm
Signed  

Chairman 
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