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Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Gussage St Michael village hall on Wednesday 7 September 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr T Read
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr S Glover, Cllr S Bushell, Dorset Cllr P Brown.
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk and five members of the public.


22.124 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.125 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs Van Etten, Collie, Porretta, Dorset Cllr Cook.
22.126 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.127 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.128 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The meeting was formally suspended in accordance with Standing Orders to allow three members of the public to speak.

Although their planning applications was not on the agenda, they gave members an outline of their proposal to expand their diversification farming and the need to build two houses on a plot in Hinton Martell they owned.  The plot had a derelict barn and two derelict houses and had previous planning permission for one new house.  The farming business of seven years had expanded goat keeping to 300 and opened a small farm shop nearby. They needed to expand to maintain viability.
Members asked a few questions which were answered. 

Member would consider their presentation when preparing their response to Dorset Council’s consultation period.

The meeting was then formally reopened.
22.129 MINUTES

Members asked for a minor amendment to the Dorset Councillors’ report and then unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 2 August 2022 (pages 34 -37).

22. 130 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Brown advised:

· Electric Car Chargers - Dorset Council had secured £2.7m (£600,00 from Dorset Council, balance from Government and private industry) to provide 150 rapid and long-stay new electric car charges throughout Dorset.

Discussion took place on the issue of providing child (16- to 18-year-olds) transport to school.  The Department of Education supports up to 16-year-olds but with school attendance for 17- and 18-year-olds, no funding is available causing families hardship.  Dorset Council is sympathetic to the cause and is looking at funding, but it was not a priority. Representations to the MP was suggested.
22.131 HIGHWAYS

Dorset Council had still not provided an update since the meeting with them in March.  Cllr Brown has been chasing for a response.  He would chase again. The C2 road was still being considered.        
The C103 had been resurfaced but drains, gullies, fire hydrant points and access chambers had been tarmacked over.  This had been raised with the Council and were due to be remedied week commencing 12 September.

22.132 FLY TIPPING

A couple of instances had been reported and swiftly moved by Dorset Council.
22.133 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the bank statement 1 August reconciled to the cash book.

b) Millennium Avenue – members discussed the quotes for the necessary tree work. After debating it was unanimously agreed to use Evans Above.  
b) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Sept
	573.23

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat
	13.00

	HMRC
	PAYE
	429.80

	GSMCHA
	Hall hire Sept
	10.00


            Over c£100 payments since last meeting – members noted:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Aug
	573.03

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (June)
	240.00

	PCC GAS
	Church clock maintenance
	200.00

	Steve Vaughan Cont.
	Millennium Avenue works
	690.00

	Hillmeadow Services
	Burial ground (July)
	240.00


c) Income received – members noted:

	Witchampton village a/c
	Fingerpost donation
	1,806.25


Members discussed and agreed that the donation should be split £700 to Crichel and £1,106.25 to Witchampton as the funds were originally raised private for the benefit of both Wards and the split was pro-rata to the number of houses in each Ward. The Clerk was asked to formally write to Marion Cook thanking her for the donation.
d) Finance Working Group
Members confirmed they would meet Wednesday 19 October to discuss finances and the budget for next year.  The Group would consist of: Cllrs Bushell (Gussage All Saints), Glover (covering Crichel), Mitchell (Gussage St Michael), Read (Witchampton) and either Cllrs Warnock or Collie (Hinton).
22.134 PLANNING APPLICATIONS


Members confirmed their consultation comment to Dorset Council.

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/HOU/2022/04928 - 3 Cashmoor, Gussage St Michael*
	Erect two storey extension and single storey extension to rear. Demolish existing single storey utility room & outbuilding

	Support

This one is not going to be used as a separate dwelling.  These properties were fine when built but need expanding for a family to live more comfortably.

They are planning on keeping the same external paint and brickwork, so it won't stand out as looking different to the neighbours.


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings

22.135 POLICY REVIEW – FILMING AND RECORDING
Members considered the policy and asked for ‘recording to be stopped when the meeting stopped’.  Then the policy was unanimously approved and to be reviewed in 3 years.
22.136 CRICHEL

A request had been received from a residents’ group to install a defibrillator in the telephone kiosk in Crichel, at no cost to the Parish Council.  Members noted that Witchampton and Gussage All Saints were already doing this. 
A check was to be made in the BT assignment paperwork, but members were supportive of this request.

22.137 MATTERS OF INFORMATION
Cllr Warnock – Madelene Cottage was up for sale. The planning application from February was still outstanding.
· Two quotes had been received for the fountain and a third was in progress. Funds would be reviewed and a way forward proposed, then presented to committee.

Cllr Mitchell – the village hall now had a defibrillator and new flooring fitted.

Cllr Glover – concerned about missing road signs in Mead Lane.  He was advised to report these on the Dorset Council website.
Cllr Bushell – dog waste was a continuing issue and asked for updated figures to consider for next year’s budget.

· Fly tipping was still a regular occurrence.

· Planters were still being considered.

Cllr Burford-May – raised issue of dog waste in her area.

Cllr Read – advised of the churches in the areas organising the ‘Ride and Stride’ event on Saturday 10 September.
Meeting closed 21:29pm
Signed  T Read

Chairman 
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VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 7 September 2022 

