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	VofA

Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Hinton Martell village hall on Tuesday 5 April 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr J Campbell, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr T Collie, Cllr T Read, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr M Porretta, Dorset Cllr R Cook, Dorset Cllr P Brown.
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


A one-minute silence was observed in respect for the people of Ukraine.

22.046 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.047 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllr J Van Etten.
22.048 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.049 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.050 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.

22.051 MINUTES

Members made some amendments to the previous minutes, and subject to them being included, unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 8 March 2022 (pages 8 - 12).

22. 052 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT

Cllr Cook provided a written report prior to the meeting and was circulated.  He gave a summary:

· Response to Ukranian crisis - the latest information available on the Dorset Council website Refugee programme in Dorset - Dorset Council and has already been inundated with offers of help from Dorset’s residents. The council is working closely with local voluntary and community organisations to ensure refugees arriving from Ukraine will be warmly welcomed and receive the support they need.

· Relationship with Russia – Dorset Council does not have any direct relationship with Russia or Russian companies.  However, there was some indirect exposure to Russian companies through the pension fund’s investments in an emerging markets equity fund managed by the council’s investment pooling manager. The value of this exposure is estimated to be approximately £5m or 0.13% of the pension fund’s total assets of £3.8bn. 

· Council Tax rebate - people living in a property in council tax bands A - D, likely to receive a £150 rebate from the Government in April to help with the cost of living. Payments direct to qualifying residents and not be shown as a reduction on the council tax bill.
· Highway matters – being dealt with later on the agenda but was very encouraged by the positive approach to dealing with the issues raised, and priorities identified. There was a clear commitment from Highways to follow these up.  Outside of the meeting, there is a need to keep promoting reporting Highways issues on the council’s website.
· Living with Covid - confirmed cases of COVID-19 remain very high across Dorset.  Everyone was encouraged to take steps to reduce the spread of the virus.

· Platinum Jubilee – closing a road for a street party - application to be made by 21 April.
· Fuel Poverty - generous donations of over £75,000 from residents in Dorset.   The funds have been allocated to Citizens Advice who are distributing Surviving Winter grants to those households who are in fuel poverty.

Cllr Brown added:

· Parking Permits – new ones being issued from 1 April.
· Support for Refugees – good interview on Radio Solent recently.  Dorset Council is recruiting extra support.  Lots of checks being made to ensure safeguarding.
22.053 HIGHWAYS

The Dorset Council meeting was discussed and said that it was a productive meeting with active listening both sides, with positive results coming through. Notes of the meeting had been circulated to members.  There was some disappointment concerning the verges problems in Witchampton as well as the movement in traffic if a 20 mph was extended in the lower road in the village.  This could be better raised with Dorset Council in a special meeting after a 20 mph application.
The Clerk was thanked for his work producing an informative PowerPoint presentation for that meeting.

The chairman said that it was important to maintain a positive dialogue with Dorset Council.

The Parish Council’s priorities were discussed and approved with an amendment to Witchampton verges adding in lines of traffic movement post 20 mph.

22.054 FINANCE
a) Quarter 4 Finances – members noted the last quarter/end of year financial position and liked the revised format.  

b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021/22 – members noted the forms had been received and would be presented to the May or June meeting.

c) Contractor’s Insurance Cover – members noted this was received from CT Mee (grounds maintenance). 
d) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	
	Details
	Description
	Net  (£)
	V.A.T
	Total
	Pay by:

	1
	Salaries
	Apr
	658.36
	0
	658.36
	BACS

	2
	Pennon Water Services
	Hinton fountain
	78.60
	0
	78.60
	BACS

	3
	Normtec
	Fingerpost (Crichel/GAS)
	1002.34
	0
	1002.34
	BACS

	4
	CT Mee
	R&B seat
	13.00
	0
	13.00
	BACS

	5
	CT Mee
	Manswood seat/grass
	49.00
	0
	49.00
	BACS

	6
	CT Mee
	Manswood field
	12.00
	0
	12.00
	BACS

	7
	CT Mee
	GSM info sign
	12.00
	0
	12.00
	BACS

	8
	Expenses
	Qtr 4
	138.45
	1.13
	139.58
	BACS

	9
	Witchampton village hall
	Hall hire 2022
	100.00
	0
	100.00
	BACS


            Over £100 payments since last meeting – members noted:

	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	Salaries
	Mar
	547.84

	HMRC
	PAYE
	410.80


    Use of Company Debit Card – members noted:

	23 Mar
	Planning application for burial ground extension
	£259.00

	29 Mar
	Plans for planning application
	£21.00


22.055 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	P/LBC/2022/01253 & P/HOU/2022/01252 - Hinton Cottage
Hinton Martell *

	Rear extension to dwelling to replace existing extension. (Revised scheme following extant planning and listed building approvals 3/19/1905/HOU and 3/19/1906/LB)


	Support

* Sympathetic to the building and provides improved/more useful inside layout

* NOTE - site plan show building footprint as a rectangle shape, whereas the works plan shows an 'L' shape

*NOTE - suggest, because of Dark Skies, that integral blinds fitted to roof light as opposed to fitted ....as latter can easily be removed.

	P/FUL/2022/00950 - Higher Farm House 
Long Crichel *

	Part demolition of existing agricultural barn. Conversion, alteration, and extension of existing agricultural barns to 3 No. dwellinghouses. Erection of bin store with associated parking and landscaping.
	Support

* Good use of unused buildings
* Suggest integral blinds to any skylights due to Dark Skies (as fitted ones can easily be removed and defeat the objective

BUT

* Reports indicate bats and a resident owl with no management plan to accommodate these

* Continued development will result in a historical loss of such buildings

	P/HOU/2022/01133 - Highview 
Lawrence Lane
Witchampton *

	Conversion of stable building to games room & installation of stove flue

	Support

* Storage to usable space

* can't see any impact on neighbours

Suggest - Ideally the flue terminating at the ridge, as this would have a more subtle visual appearance but that’s an aesthetic opinion!

	P/FUL/2022/01010 -Land West of New Manor Farm
Emley Lane
Hinton Martell *
	Erect 2 no. dwellings and associated parking

	Object

· Insufficient allowance for car parking (ref Dorset’s car parking standards)

· Overdevelopment of a small plot that is species rich in wildlife

· Documents riddled with errors

· Ecology report for a different scheme and not relevant to this application

· Biodiversity plan not relevant as it makes reference to two garages (old application)

· Visitors forced to park on Emley Lane or corner of main street

· suggested access unlikely to be used, as shorter and direct via Emley Lane

	APPEAL P/FUL/2021/00163Land adjacent to Upton Cottage Plantation Farm Salisbury Road Tarrant Hinton 
	Erection of 1 no. dwelling
	No submission to be made on this occasion.


· Decision via email, as per Standing Orders, as between council meetings

B) Burial Ground – members noted that the burial ground planning application had been submitted.
22.056 PLANNING PROCEDURES – the chairman introduced the item and the vice chairman talked through the pre-circulated proposal. Discussion took place with each member making comments.  These included: missing the strength of the collective with different views/specialisation lost; increasing burden on councillors; unsure what is being achieved by changing; potential transparency lost; more ‘toing and froing’ adding time; process more complicated; making more formal and tying peoples’ hands; more steps added; no time frames added; no improvement on current process; too many planning applications now; helpful process if applications increase; six month trial useful to evaluate; stick with a modified version of a checklist; not trained to make an opinion; not many to look at a month, if more, potential to split up; collective ability to comment is crucial.  It was noted that over last 28 months average of 1 tree and 3 building applications were made per month.
The chairman summarised the need to occasionally look at improving a process or doing something different.  The proposal created a structure but does not stop any member from making a comment.

The proposal was made by Cllr Warnock, seconded by Cllr Campbell. Two voted in favour, six against.  The proposal was not adopted.
22.057 NALC SURVEY  

Members discussed this but found it difficult to comment other than support/advice on Local Plans.  The Clerk to respond to NALC accordingly.
22.058 COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW

Members were disappointed with Dorset Council’s rejection of all their suggestions.  After discussion, a response to Dorset Council would be given about the work that went into this process, seemingly meeting their criteria, only to be rejected.  Cllr Read would visit each resident in the neighbouring Braford village to seek support from residents.
22.059 FLY TIPPING
Over the past month, odd dumping had taken place but swiftly removed by Dorset Council once notified.
22.060 ANNUAL WARD MEETINGS
The Clerk reminded members the need for them to publish their Agendas for their meetings. 
22.061 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

None
Meeting closed 21:54pm
Signed  T Collie

Acting Chairman 
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