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Parish Council
VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

	


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held at Gussage All Saints village hall on Tuesday 8 February 2022 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr J Campbell, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr T Collie, Cllr T Read, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr M Porretta, Dorset Cllr R Cook, Dorset Cllr P Brown.
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


22.015 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
22.016 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllr J Van Etten.
22.017 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

22.018 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

22.019 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public attended.  
22.020 MINUTES

Members unanimously approved the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 12 January 2022 (pages 1 – 3).

22. 021 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Brown advised:

· Capital Grants for local community groups had been launched.

· Waste Team has achieved 60% recycling putting council in top percentage group.
Cook provided an email update just prior to the meeting, but he summarised:

· Budget – going to full council on 15 February with key areas getting extra funding – adult social care, children’s services, climate and ecological emergency response, and housing. Overall, the increase was around £1.02 per week for a band D home.  Police, Fire, Parish Council precepts would be extra.
· The Dorset Local Plan revised draft was awaited following the large volume of comments made on the original draft.
· QE Leisure Centre – there was a proposal to withdraw funding.  Going to Cabinet in March for a final decision.  The centre is not owned by the council, but a large proportion of the leisure budget goes to this one centre.

Questions from members to the Dorset Councillors included:

· the relationship between the NHS and adult care team – mixed.  Top level staff talking but more work is underway at the levels that make critical and daily decisions
· Has the council considered bringing back convalescent homes? The drive was to get people back to their own homes with locally provided support.
22.022 HIGHWAYS
A response from the Highways Manager had been received responding to all the issues members raised.  However, whilst some of the answers were satisfactory, others were non-committal or unresolved. After discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Brown would contact the Highways Manager and liaise with the Clerk to ask him along to a future meeting.
22.023 FINANCE
a) Bank Reconciliation – members noted the cash book and bank statement up to 3 January reconcile.  
b)  Quarter 3 Financial Position - members queried a couple of figures and explanations were given.  In future, the Earmarked Funds spreadsheet is to be circulated at the end of each quarter.  Members noted the position.
c) Burial Fees Annual Review 2022 – with the additional burial ground land came additional maintenance and members considered the uplift on the Church of England’s fees and agreed a 20% addition.  This addition would be used to create a new ‘earmarked’ fund for burial ground larger maintenance items e.g., a new perimeter fence.  The Finance Working Group were asked to review this after a year of accumulated fund.
d) Payments – members unanimously approved payment of:

	Details
	Description
	Total

	Salaries
	Feb
	547.84

	GSMCHA
	Hall hire
	10.00

	Hillmeadow Services
	Shrub and bushes
	700.00


Over £100 payments since last meeting were noted:

	Details
	Description
	Amount (£)

	Salaries
	Jan
	548.04

	Expenses
	Qtr 3
	245.00

	Hillmeadow Services
	Gate install
	250.00


22.024 PLANNING CONSULTATION 
Members noted the comments they had already made observations on prior to the meeting (indicated with *) as Dorset Council’s deadlines do not tie in with Parish Council meetings:
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/21/1792 – Moor Farm Office, Crichel Estate *
	Convert existing structure into an office
	Support

No issues to raise

	3/20/1953 – Land Opposite Pound Farm Lane, Hinton Martell *
	Planning Appeal in respect of erection of an agricultural barn
	No Comment

The parish council was not consulted on the original application.  

	2021/05699 – Land by Manor Farm House, Gussage St Michael *
	Construct a wildlife lake
	Support

It seems that the wildlife has been considered and the plans and planting will support bio-diversity

	Bimble Bandada, Gaunts House, Petersham Lane, Gaunts
	New premises licence
	Support
Comments/concerns:

· Traffic management on B3087 – currently 60mph and road with many bends
· Music times appear to be for duration of event – no allowance for neighbours/local homes – impose times or volume restriction

· Hours of operation – food selling, alcohol availability hours

· Parish Council to have a member on the Safety Advisory group (similar to the Steam Fair event)



22.025 PLANNING PROCEDURES – chairman deferred discussion to a future meeting, due to time constraints.
22.026 ‘.gov.uk’ 

Members were given an update from Cllr Van Etten prior to the meeting. Members approved the proposals –

· Use Vision ICT as the supplier,

· Approval to purchase emails addresses and web addresses, and get these set up as soon as practical,

· Approval to purchase a new web platform and aim to install before 31 March 2023.
2.027 POLICY REVIEWS:

a) Health and Safety Policy

b) Data Protection Policy

c) Data Breach Policy
Members unanimously approved each of the above.
22.028 FLY TIPPING
Over the past month, odd dumping had taken place but swiftly removed by Dorset Council once notified.
22.029 ANNUAL WARD MEETINGS
The Clerk reminded members the need for them to arrange their statutory annual Ward meetings.  Halls need booking, agendas advertised in advance, take minutes etc.  Dates already set:

· Hinton Martell - 11 May

· Gussage St Michael – 4 May

· Witchampton – either 5 or 12 May

· Crichel and Gussage All Saints to be jointly held by Cllrs Tong and Campbell.  A date to be advised.   
22.030 MATTERS OF INFORMATION

None
Meeting closed 21.35pm
Signed  

Date 8 March 2022 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 8 February 2022 

