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	              VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

	 MINUTES


of the PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING, held by video conferencing on Tuesday 4 May 2021 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Chairman (outgoing) - Cllr J Campbell 
Chairman (incoming) - Cllr S Tong 
Cllr S Bushell, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr J Van Etten, Cllr C Bailey, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr T Collie, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr T Read
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk.


21.001 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN
One application had been received prior to the meeting.  No further members expressed an interest.  Cllr Tong was declared the new chairman.

Cllr Tong expressed his thanks to Cllr Campbell for leading the Parish Council through difficult and challenging times.  A great debt of thanks was given on behalf of the residents within the council’s area.

The Declaration of Appointment was read out and will be signed within the next few days as this was a video conferencing meeting.

21.002 APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

One application had been received prior to the meeting.  No further members expressed an interest.  Cllr Warnock was declared the new vice chairman.

The Declaration of Appointment was read out and will be signed within the next few days as this was a video conferencing meeting.

Cllr Warnock expressed her thanks to Cllr Campbell and the Parish Clerk for being well lead and served during the pandemic.

21.003 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
21.004 APOLOGIES 

Received from Dorset Cllrs R Cook, P Brown (clash with Dorset Council meeting).
The chairman advised that Cllr White had resigned for personal reasons after many years of service.  She was very diligent, knowledgeable, and understanding and will be missed. Many thanks were given to her.
21.005 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None received.  

21.006 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

21.007 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.
21.008 MINUTES

Members approved the minutes of Wednesday 21 April 2021 Parish Council Meeting (pages 1435 – 1438).
21.009 DORSET COUNCILLORS REPORT
No reports received.  Following the last meeting, an email from Cllr Cook had been forwarded to members regarding the position on the B3087 road works.  Whilst the email contained nothing new, Cllr Cook was asked to provide an update at the next committee meeting.

21.010 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/21

i) Internal Audit – members were advised of minor accounting changes required including a minor valuation change to an asset due the ability to reclaim a portion of the VAT.  The accounts were satisfactory with no issues to raise. Members noted the report.


ii) Annual Governance Statement – members approved the statement.

iii) Accounting Statement – members were advised of a minor change due to an arithmetic error, then approved the statement for publication.

b) Payments - members approved the invoices for payment:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	May
	616.34

	CT Mee
	Burial ground
	80.00

	CT Mee
	Manswood field sign
	12.00

	CT Mee
	R&BT seat
	13.00

	Member allowances
	Annual payment x 15
	645.83

	Gussage Accounting Services
	Internal audit
	270.00

	Arthur J Gallagher
	Insurance premium
	927.03


And noted the payments over £100 from last month:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	April
	616.34

	Expenses
	Qtr 4
	175.09

	Mark Gracey GDPR
	Annual website fees
	384.00


And noted income received since last meeting:

	Details
	Amount (£)

	Memorial stone
	143.00   


Members were advised that since the issue of the Agenda, the first half of the annual precept had been received from Dorset Council.
c) Hinton Martell Fountain Refurbishment - members asked questions about the content of the report and after discussion approved to:

*  waive Financial Regulations on this occasion due to the specialist work needed and limited response from contractors.

* appoint Aquatic Solutions to refurbish the fountain.  Cllr Warnock was requested to confirm the start date for the works for the next committee meeting. 
d) Burial Ground Extension – following on from last meeting discussions and contact with the village hall trustees, members agreed to pay reasonable fees of a local Dorset solicitor.  

21.011 PLANNING CONSULTATION

	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/21/0819 – Pound Hill Cottage, Witchampton
	T1 Cedar: Remove the lowest overextended primary branch. Reduce remaining overextended lateral branches by up to 1m.

G1 Ash: Crown reduce by up to 2m in height and lateral spread.
	Supported

Good tree management.

However, looking at this and not sure the justification for this work fits within the conservation area, where effectively any tree work should be done for safety/disease reasons.  The sketch plan is of a poor quality, which makes it difficult to identify which trees will be worked on.  The property has a large woodland on the edge where this work has been indicated.  (Better map and justification other than "concern for overshadowing the plant borders" is needed).




The Parish Clerk was requested to raise ‘application quality’ with the Planning Team.

21.012 FLY TIPPING 
Members noted no further incidents.
21.013 VERGES

Members congratulated Witchampton for their litter pick on 1 May.  Around 85 people volunteered (ages 6 to 85) covered around 10 square miles – Kingsdown to Moor Crichel.  One volunteer offered to undertaker litter picking in Long Crichel.  Also, fingerposts, bus shelters and signs were cleaned.  It is hoped to undertake this event annually.

The Parish Clerk was asked to approach Dorset Council to undertake a litter pick along the B3087.

21.014 DORSET COUNCIL COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
Since the last meeting there had been no further correspondence on the item.  However, maps of the Ward boundaries had been found from the last review in 2014.  These had been scanned and circulated to all members.

21.015 MATTERS OF INFORMATION
i) Cllr Hanstead – enquired if Dorset Council could be asked for an update on the planning application for New Farm House, Gussage St Michael. 
ii) Cllr Tong – wanted the committee to think about and focus on the recruitment of co-opting councillors onto the parish council as there were three unfilled vacancies. Members should engage with local people and should be encouraged to apply for co-option.
iii) Clerk – advised members of the next meeting will be 29 June 2021 (subject to any changes under the Government’s roadmap).  It was scheduled to be held at Witchampton Hall.  He will enquire if the hall was ‘covid secure’, if not, to seek another more suitable available venue.

Meeting closed 8:56pm
Signed  S Tong


Date 28 July 2021 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Annual Meeting held 4 May 2021 

