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	              VALE OF ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

	 MINUTES


of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held by video conferencing on Tuesday 9 March 2021 at 7:30pm
	Present:
Cllr J Campbell - Chairman
Cllr S Hanstead, Cllr S Tong, Cllr T Read, Cllr K Mitchell, Cllr D Burford-May, Cllr S Warnock, Cllr S Bushell
I Hanstead, Parish Clerk and Dorset Council Councillors R Cook.


19.200 RECORDING, PHOTOGRAPHY, SOCIAL MEDIA

No applications.
19.201 APOLOGIES 

Received from Cllrs J Van Etten, T Collie, C Bailey and Dorset Cllr P Brown.
19.202 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.  

19.203 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING

There were no Requests for Dispensations to report.

19.204 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No public present.
19.205 MINUTES

Members approved the minutes of Tuesday 12 January 2021 Parish Council Meeting (pages 1428 – 1430).
19.206 DORSET COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Cook provided a summary of the key items affecting Dorset Council.  These were also contained in his written report previously circulated to all members of the committee.  The main topics were – Council budget 2021/22, testing update for businesses and organisational revenue support fund.

He was asked about:

· St Mary’s school, Shaftesbury – no decision had yet been made by Dorset Council who were currently considering options for its future use.

· Organisational revenue support fund - whether it could apply to a charity being set up for Witchampton shop.  Cllr Cook will speak to the member outside of the meeting.

· ’20 is plenty’ (vehicle speed restrictions) being raised by Okeford Fitzpaine - whether this would apply to all villages.  Cllr Cook advised that this speed limit usually applies to city or urbanised areas, and where traffic travels between 20 and 24 miles per hour, linked to extensive traffic calming measures.  He suggested the possibility of inviting an officer from the Highways Department to attend a future meeting to talk about rural roads and traffic management.
 19.207 FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Reconciliation – Members noted that the bank statement of 10 February reconciled with the cash book.

b) Payments – members approved the invoices for payment:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	March
	649.99   

	HMRC
	PAYE/NI (qtr4)
	498.27

	Dorset Council
	Salt/Grit
	76.02

	CT Mee
	Bus shelters
	75.00


And noted the payments over £100 from last month:
	Details
	Description
	  £:p

	Salaries
	February
	649.99   

	East Dorset CAB
	Grant
	200.00


c) Asset Register – members approved the Asset Register as at year end 2020/21.

d) Grit Bin – members approved the purchase of an additional grit bin in Gussage All Saints funded from their local budget.  This will be provided later in the year.

e) Burial Fees – following on from last meeting, a comparison table with other cemetery and burial ground charges in the borough was presented to members to consider whether its current fees were appropriate.  Members requested further time to consider this and will be added to the April agenda.
19.208 PLANNING CONSULTATION

Members noted the table.  All cases listed were commented on prior to the meeting to enable a majority member response within the Dorset Council deadline.
	Address
	Proposal
	Comment

	3/21/0198 – Crossways House, Gussage All Saints 
	Tree work- various
	Deadline before meeting, committee agreed via email:

Supported

Good tree management

	3/21/0101 – Beech Copse Nursery, Witchampton
	Erection of building for storage and welfare facilities
	Deadline before meeting, committee agreed via email:

Supported

Support generally although some concerns about:

* over development of a small site?

* supply of water supply for washroom facilities. 

* hours of operation be limited so no overnight operations.
* business purposes only and not seen as potential for domestic dwelling.

	3/21/0262 - Summerhill, Gussage All Saints
	Tree work – various


	Deadline before meeting, committee agreed via email:

Supported

Good tree management

	3/20/2198 – 16 Witchampton Mill, Witchampton
	Retrospective permission bridge and developed garden
	Deadline before meeting, committee agreed via email:

Supported

In line with several planning applications from neighbouring homes


19.209 DORSET COUNCIL DRAFT LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION
Members discussed the draft response previously circulated which incorporated the two previous video conferencing meetings and individual Ward comments from members.  The document was generally approved, with members making some minor amendments.  The draft response will be updated as a matter of priority and recirculated on Wednesday 10 March, with final comments by Friday 12 March.  Submission will be made before the Dorset Council 15 March deadline.

19.210 FLY TIPPING 
Members sited several instances recently of fly tipping.  This is a Dorset Council wide problem despite the majority of what is tipped is a ‘no charge’ deposit at council waste centres.  Dorset Council is currently analysing areas where reports have been made (so prompt reporting is essential) to look at a data-driven response.  It was agreed to keep this subject matter on future agendas.
19.211 VERGES

There has been an increase of parking and driving across verges resulting in their damage.  Apart from being unsightly, it damages verges, plant life and wildlife.  With more footfall (hence extra traffic) there is also a noticeable increase in dog fouling and dog waste bags being dumped.
One member had created private ‘polite’ notices to leave on car windscreens.  It was suggested that signage ought to be provided around the area.  Dorset Council would have to be approached seeking their permission to locate on their land.  Further, Dorset Waste to be contacted to enquire about additional waste bins provision in certain areas.

It was agreed to keep this subject matter on future agendas.

19.212 CRIME PREVENTION

There have been instances of parcel theft from doorsteps in Gussage All Saints. Such crimes need reporting to the Police.  Details for safety and securing were being compiled by Cllr Bushell and will circulate later.  It was suggested that an article ought to go in the local parish/village magazines/newsletters to raise the profile.
19.213 MATTERS OF INFORMATION
i) Cllr Mitchell – advised that the local company refurbishing fingerposts was working again but there was a backlog.  The Gussage St Michael post is likely to be completed late summer.
ii) Cllr Hanstead – advised members that a refused planning application, where the occupant proceeded before the planning committee meeting, ripping out 50 metres of mature hedgerow along the main road and had almost completed building a 2.4-metre-high brick wall in its place.  Dorset Council Planning Enforcement Officer had notified the parish council that the matter was being dealt with. 
Meeting closed 9:31pm
Signed  J Campbell



Date 21 April 2021 
Chairman
VALE of ALLEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 9 March 2021 

